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i12snow

968568 pageshpagesopapes the first edition consistedof 3000 copies the

members of the church were instructedto buy copies of the book of mormon

even if they had to buy them a few sheetsat a time or join with other

families to purchasea copyocopycopio eiderelderfider snow reportedredortedthat as the saints

began to peruse its the book

32

he neededhelp to perfect the translationotranslationtranslations fider snow also recognized

the needpeed for help but wished not to confide the book to learnedprofessors

who were not imbued with the spirit of the workworko elder snow engaged

a languagelangu teacheraeeape 0 mathiesen to assist but she proved unsatisfactory

she wanted to convert the style to modern taste which would have ruined

the ancient peculiarneculiarculiarpecullarcullarne style which hansenhad been chargedto preserve 1

elder snow wrote to brigham young informing him that english financial

backerswere promisedand that the book would appearsoon in danish

directly thereafter elder snow took a twenty seven day trip to england

when he returned he had the moneyomoneyboneyo from englandhe obtained two hundred

pounds of sterling in addition one hundred rigsdalerregsdalerwere obtained from

a recentconvert

brother snow kept a close watch over the translationas it proceeded

from january to may of 18911811851 when completed the danish book 0 mormon

contained 68

mormon sacredpapespavesthe holy ghost

decendeddecenderdec uponended them and bore record of it in a marvelous manner which

causedtheir hearts to magnify the lordo by 1882 scandinaviahad

absorbed8000 copies of the book of mormon in danishand 3000 copies in
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and devoted to the theme of the gathering of isreal the restoration of the

gospel and the kingdom of godgodo these hymns appeared in one of the

skandinavien stjerne publicationspublicationsopublication

the published editions of hymns went through several revisions the

byrnshyrnshyans used by the saints were almost considered of equal value as that of

the scriptures 5 according totc the andinavianandin missionavianavlan history the

converts themselves worts many of the hymnshyronshynons setting their new emotions to

old tunes hymns were written by people representing many occupations

that were considered unusual such as clerks tailors school teachers and

shoemakers the record continued by stating that by 1900 salmsalros til brugbrugnbaugn

psalms to use had gone through fourteen editions composed of UOOOO40000 copies

the fourteenth edition contained 27 hymns forty of them translated from

english latter day saint hymns A few were selected from other denominations
z

and all the rest were written by scandinavian converts historians have

observed the fulfillment of one of erastus snow great wishes when he

extended the call to collect the first hymns in 1851181 he stated that these

few hymns will be kindly accepted until the lord shall raise up gifted poets

and give a great abundance of the songs of zion jt27

hymn book translated into norwegian

the norwegiansNorwegia used the danish translation of hymns until 19 when

president andrasen received permission from elder spencer W kimball to

investigate the possibility of having the hymns translated into norwegian

mulder homeward jj 73
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iiH that year while president andrasen was returning from the swiss temple

dedication he visited president alvinkivin yerdyeruyer of the west german mission and

german printers concerning methods employed in obtaining hymns published

in the german language after gathering pertinent information president

andrasen was able to complete this assignment 0

mission publicationspublicationsiPublication skandinavien stjerne morgenstjernenjmorgepstjernen lys over nonenorgenorre

because of the large number of publications produced during the history

of the scandinavian and norwegian missions it would be difficult to nalderconsidernaiderco

each in detail 5 but the three main ones will be discussed

the scandinavienscandinavianScandi starnavien was founded in october 1851181 and was published

in copenhagen denmark the star as it was commonly referred to was first
a monthly and within the first year of its publication became biweekly

after reaching its highest circulation of 2700 in 1861 it leveled off to

an annual average of about 1001500 copies each month the star had a nonmembernon

circulation

member

in 1861 of 00 suggesting the extent to which it was used as

a proselyting tool

the star contained quoted scripture mission historical records news

guide for emigrants and a serialized american book in addition it
carried sermons from zion epistles letters from emigrants excerpts from

american newspapers and reprints from the millennial star and the deseret

news it was a storehouse of information about the new world of 7 ionlonzion 330

until january 1 1922 the skandinavienskapdinavien stjerne hahaa served as the church

organ for denmark and norway after the establishment of the norwegian

mission in 1920 as a separate mission the saints in norway desired their

28norwegiannorwegian mission reportraport september 30 195 CHL
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ownowr publication the morning star was a sixteen page semimonthlysemi

it
monthly

like the skandinavienskandivavien stjerne the scandinavian star was published

and edited by the presidency of the mission president august schow

president of the norwegian mission was the first president to write in

the morning star this publication survived only four years then died

for lack of subscribers withidith the discontinuation of the morningMornin starstartstars

the skandinavien stjerne once again became the official organ for both

denmark and norway it remained the official publication until the

beginning of the lys over normenorge light over norwaynorwunorbu

the first issue of this new norwegian mission periodical lys over

norge was on january 1 1937 during the years the skandinavien stjerne

was the organ of the church in scandinavia the norwegian saints felt the

loss of local information they concluded that they wanted another

publication of their own the initial issue carried this plea

brothers ard sisters everywhere in norway we now again have
the much sought after and greatly missed periodical we promise
each other that we always shall keep it among us as a distributor
of culture and a tie between fellow believers from the utmost
north to the utmost south of norway

true to this plea with the exception of the war years this

periodical has continued in igho19uo1940 the lysdys over norge became a monthlymonth

whereas

lyt

prior to that time it had been a semimonthlysemi duringmonthly world war

11II it was discontinued for lack of supplies and contact with the

branches of the church however it is now being published again

translation and publication lesson materials

As the church has gained worldwideworld statuswide the need for greater

idem
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correlation has been felt until about 1971957 little was available by

way of lesson materials for the auxiliaries of the church in norway

president ray E fngelbretsenfnvelbretseningelbretsen president of the norwegian mission expressed

the need to furnish the auxiliaries and their classes with teaching materials

he considered these translated lesson materials as an essential part of

the mission teaching program for he wrote

A great effort has been made along the line of translating the
lesson material provided by the church which is used in the wards
and stakes and this is now beginning to show results in the nor-
wegian mission teacher training classes have been started
all over the missionmissi 4

teaching norwegiansNorwegia speak anglishfnglish

because the task of translating all church records periodicals

sermons and instructions from the general authorities into norwegian was

too burdensome some effort has been carried on through the years to teach

the norwegiansNorwegia to speak and read english this was especially true in the

early days of the mission during the time of heavy emigration to utah As

a few norwegiansNorwegia mastered the english language they assisted others

antiantl mormon literature increased

at the same time that mormon propaganda favoring zion was spreading

an increased anti mormon movement was being initiated the anti literature

mingled fact and fiction which took its rise from clerical attacks folk

rumor travelers accounts and the testimony of disillusioned immigrants

during the ISOs when mormon literature was most prolific so also were

the anti writings most of the anti mormon pamphlets originated in newspapers

34
quarterly report for the norwegian mission december 31 197 CHL
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and periodicals which devoted an enormous amount of space to the mormonscormonsMor

the

mons

extensive attack not uncommon to mormon history concerned tracts

written about experiences of mormonscormons in a particular locality some in

their attacks classified mormonism and other religions together but

the arguments were tediously the same accusations over and over that

mormonism was not christian that its followers were ignorant of the

facts that its leaders were schemers that the movement was a fool

hypocrisy with polygamy its crowning abomination

summary

37

literature

summsumasuna

in the scandinavian and norwegian missions was one of the

keys to the successful proselyting activities with the field of labor so

broad and the laborers so few other means than personal contact had to

be utilized As almost everything concerning the restored church was

printed in english the process of translation became a vital factor

much credit should be given to those who spent long hours accomplishing

this arduous task the inspired words of the prophets in print enabled

the saints to study the gospel they could also better defend and teach

mormonism to their neighbors and relatives

36
idem
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I1 I1PTERC capterlapter V

nssion1ussiongussion GROWTH THROUGH THE YFARS

expanses of goetoehwe as of labor

the first missionary labors in norway were in osterrisorOster

located

risor
on the southern coast from there during the first year the

work spread west to bergensergen and east as far as brevig see map on

page 42 because of the opposition encountered by the intolerant laws

and the limited number of missionaries the work naturally moved slowly

in terms of areas covered but the number of converts per missionary

was extremely high see chart on page LU the records show that the

highest number of converts per missionary was made durinpdurina the first twenty

years of proselyting work in norway there were 1291 people baptized

in the scandinavian mission during the first decade 1781758 were from

norway denmark had the greatest number of baptisms according to albert

zobell jr there were only forty six missionaries from zion laboring in

the scandinavian ccuntriescountries during the same feriodoeriodneriod of time there were

of course some local saints called to preach the gospel the peak of

convert baptisms per missionary was reached in 1862 with 1977 people

coming into the churchechurch I1

As the converts became numerous enough to merit the organization of

branches these were established in the beginning the norwegian mission

was known as the brevig conference of the scandinavian mission

ulbertalbertkibert zobell jr under the midnight sun 186

L
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the entire countryco ofntry norway had but one conference or district with

all the branches under this one district in 190igo due to the growth of

the members in that area the headquarters of the norwegian part of the

scandinavian mission were transferred to christiania christiania was

changed to oslo in 192 the christiania oslo conference continued

undivided from 1852182 until 1899 when two other conferences were organized

the two new conferences were organized at bergen and trondhjem the

bergen conference included the western part of norway and the trondhjem

the northern sector on april 1 1920 the norwegian mission was created

on october 31 1948 the tonsberg conference the word conference was

later changed to districts 5 the terms are used interchangeably in this study

was organized making the fourth conference this district or conference

divided the oslo district into two parts3 see map on page 1242

early progress norway

cordingaccordingkc to mormon teachings the lord informed the early church

leaders that the time was right for the accomplishment of missionary labors

as he said the field was white already to harvest 4 it would appear that
norway was one of the fields he had in mind as the records indicate the

converts came in rapidly especially during the first two decades of

proselyting activities there were 2460621606 converts during the period

from lbs1811851iriirl to 1871 as compared to the next twenty years which produced

andrew jenson history ofaf2f the scandinavian mission 07

norwegian mission record september 1948 CHL
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I1lleheilelie
was born at nellefosnelle norwayfos may 11 182 and later removed
to brevik where in 1821852 the first conference of the church was
organized during all these years time of this writing was 1912
he has been a true and faithful defender of the cause some years
ago his wife who also was a faithful church member died
he has been a tithepayer ever since he joined the church and
though he had never seen the peacefuldeacereace valesfulsulsui of the rocky mountains
he has now in his possession the genealogy of 443 dead relatives
for whom work has been performed in the temples of godhedheGo remained
a monument marking the introduction of the gospel to norwaynorwiynorwiyp 0

5zobellzobell

I1

boohoo

oceoze

5emainedremained

the third twenty years had 921 convertconvertsconver 0tr and the

fourth twenty years or down to 1901940igoigho had only hoso4050hogo converts

the mission probably could have continued to grow evpnevan more rapidly

if the new members had stayed in scandinavia to share their testimonies

but as the next chanterchaptercharter of this study will indicate there was a very

heavy emigration to utah the new converts filled with the spirit of the

gospel helped much in teaching others andrew jenson reported that the

first class of people to join the church in the oslo branch for example

were blacksmithsbinckblick andsmiths masons who preached the gospel to their customers

the people were invited to the homes of these recent converts where they

would hear the gospel preached

it was said of the new converts of early norway that they heard the

gospel one day were baptized the second and on the third day they were

out preaching the restored truth to kinfolkkinsfolkkin neighborsfolk and friends

in order that the reader might more fully appreciate the type of faith-

fulness some of these early members possess the following entry is made

the elders recently visited brrnildbiynildbrunild isaksen a veteran
elder residing in brevik

cit 186188186

norwegian

188

mission christiania ranchbranch73 1853193118319391831853

albert

193919311909
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r 117albertaalbert scandinaviafruitfulScandinavia gospelFruitful field the improvement
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in 1924 the morgenstjernen reported that there were 102 baptisms in

the norwegian mission with a total membership of the mission standing at

1621 including children the mission consisted of three conference or

districts and thirteen organized branches9branchesbranchesi for9 a sample of the growth

of the norwegian mission from 1851181 to 1926 see pageu8page48page

by

48

1903 the labors of the norwegian mission had expanded to include

most of the country the narvikbarvik branch the most northern branch of the

church not only in that country but in the world was organized in 1903 10

the work performed by the early missionaries had laid a solid foundation

upon which later progress was made elder henry 0 poulsen clerk of the

christiania conference reported that the work of the lord was progressing

nicely he reported many strangers were visiting the meetings and receiving

literature about the gospelgospels he further observed that the better classes

were looking upon the saints as an enlightened people also he stated that

the church choir in christiania was the best choir in that city

sog509

1oheber

Poulpouisens

5allingballing

9andrewcandrew jenson

some of

elder poulsenpoulsens thoughts on the progress in that district were

people who were once so bitter towards us are now beginning to
consider latter day saints as christians As a result of the
change in conditions our progress has been very marked during
the past eight months there have been U baptisms in this confer-
ence and under the present conditions we expect to see the number
increased considerably the elders have all enjoyed the
spirit of their allingcalling and feel encouraged over the prospects
for the future

organization of the church auxiliaries

latter day saints who have lived their entire lives where the church

auxiliaries were well established probably fail to realize the opportunities

andrew the history the scandinavian mission 09

heber J grant ed president talmage visits norway the improvement
era XXX no 1 november 1926 606160

message
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the purpose

of this program was to provide the women of the church with the opportunity

of assisting the poor since a large portion of the norwegian saints were

women this program was organized in most of the branches the first branch

known to have the relief society was the oslo branch this program for the

women of the church was organized in january 188018800 4

under the direction of the relief society of the oslo branch a

genealoggenealogygenealogy class was begun on august 12 19280 it was the first organized

genealogical study done in the norwegian mission the norwegian mission

history quoting the millennial star about the success some of the sisters

had in doing genealogical research reported

the two archives in oslo and the care that norwegian
people have given for several centuries to the keeping of full
and accurate vital datadat made such research more readily possible
than in other places 5

the sunday school organized norway

the sunday school was organized by richard ballantyne among the saints

joseph fielding smith essentials church history salt lake citycityg
deseret news press igho1940 6487

norwegian1 mission history 192019391920 april1939 1 1936 CHL

ibido august 12 192819289 CHL

49

for enjoymentsenjoy andments development these programs provide most of the branches

of the church in the norwegian mission consisted of older people usually

sisters the lack of male members greatly limited the development of the

auxiliaries an organized program within the church except for the relief
society and sunday schoolschooloschollo

the relief society organized jj norway

the relief society is the oldest of the auxiliaries as it was

organized by the prophet joseph smith on march 17 1842 13
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in utah in the fallallfalifailaliail of 1849 its16 goal or mission was to teach the

gospel of jesus christ to the entire membership of the church lessons

were later developed for this purpose on november 1 1870 the first
17sunday school was organized in the oslo branch

the primary organized norway

i ft
the primary organization was founded in utah on august 2 1878 the

purpose of this association was to teach the youth in their formative years

there seems to be no record available to indicate when this auxiliary began

in norway but the skandinavien stjerne reported the largest primary organization

in the norwegian mission was in kirkenesbirkenesKir trondhjemkenes district the account

stated that in 1938 the elders had organized this youth program with ninety

three children enrolled with an average attendance of eighty one the

children it continued were almost all of non mormonmorron parentage there was

only one latter day saint child also there were several nationalities

in attendance including lapps finns swedes russians and norwegiansNorwegia

the missionaries closed their report with this interesting notes

when going down the street it is amusing to hear the children
while playing sing i1 serve the lord while I1 am young
ere you left your room this morning 11

0
we thank thee 0 god

forafor propheta etc the seed is sown what will the harvestbelybe19

the young ments and young womenss improvement associations organized

branch 1853193918319391853 CHL

smith op cit 63653

norwegian19 mibsmissmissionNOrwegian ionlonclon christianiaC branchhr 18531939183193918531939.1853istianiatianiais CHL
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the young men mutual was organized on june 10 187 in salt lake city
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this program for girls was initiated in norway on january 10 1881 4

the mutual as it was commonly referred to presidency of the christiania

branch reported that the mutual improvement cause had prospered during the

twentyfivetwenty yearsfive of its existence in that branch they reported a membe-

rship of fifty members in addition to the regular activities they published

a monthly paper entitled knudskapKnud ogskap lys

1

utah during the organization of this program brigham young announced the

purpose of this organization to be

the establishment in the youth of individual testimony of the
truth and magnitude of the great latter day work the develop-
ment of thet1vtav gifts within them that have been bestowed upon them
by the laying on of hands by the servants of god cultivating a
knowledge and an application of the eternal principles of the great
science of life 20

the unge mends gjensidige uddandelse foreningforeking as the yonngyoongyouneyoung mens program is
ialedialad ik norwegian was not organized until january 29 1879189187

the

21

young womenswomen improvement association as it came to be called

was organized under the direction of brigham young on november 28 1869 in

salt lake city utah 22 president young expressed the purpose of this
program when he said to retrench in dress in speech in everything that

is bad and worthless and to improve in everything that is good and beautiful

during the past season date 1903

this publication had treated one hundred twenty eight subjects of a religious

smith 2 citecinq 60650

norwegian mission

it 62652
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2

and miscellaneous nature in addition it contained music and songs

answers to questions the improvement associations held thirty ivefivelve

meetings eleven with the young ladies they had a library of eighty two

volumes which had been on loan during the year the associations

supported a full time missionary from money they raised they also kept

a chronology and history of the church in that locality as well as a

scrapbook of all articles that appeared in the daily newspapers magazines

etc both for and against the latter day saints

the oslo branch acknowledged the challenge to assist the proselyting

movement of the church in 1903 the YWIA and YWMIA young mens and

young womens mutual improvement associations organized themselves to do

actingtradingtr work in that same year they visited a total of 8918951 homes

distributed 8728 tracts sold four hundred books and carried on 630 gospel

conversations

the fredericstadfyedericstadFrederic branchstad reported that they too carried on proselyting

programpro throughiram the mias as they wrote

in fredricstadFredric thestad M menlen and gleanerscleanersGlea classesners for boys and
girls within the MIA organization have ormedformed a sports club
which meets semimonthlysemi whenmonthly they play basketball take gym-
nastic exercises and learn fancy dancing many of the towns
youth have joined the organization but all mustroustmoustmaust be members of
the M men and gleanerscleanersGlea girlsners classes keep the word of wisdom
and paxpay their fees before they can become members of the sports
club

based on the scattered reports it would appear that the MIA program was

successful in norway wherever sufficient young people could be found to

oc
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effect a program elderseiders john perfrasspertraasPer andfrasstraasfraas kalmer nilsen reported that

a YMMIA was organized north of the arctic circle and was doing fine this
28orlorr

group

summarysummar

consisted

the

of

history

sixteen

of

members

the

about

norwegian

one

ssion

half

indicated

were

rapid

non

growth

members

to begin

with even though there were few missionaries the phenominalprenominalphe growthnominal was

due at least in part to two thingsthingss l11 there were many people ready to

receive the gospel when it was presented to them and 2 those who received

the gospel were energetic in sharing it with their friends neighbors and

relatives the early missionary work was begun on the southern seacoast

but by 1900 it encompassed most of the entire countrycountryocoun branchestryetryo of the church

were organiedorgani7edorganizedorga asnied the membership became large enough to warrant such an

organization these branches were directed by the missionaries being

assisted by the local priesthood bearers

As the auxiliaries gained strength and momentum in zion they were

instituted in norway the MIA seemed to have been quite effective in

strengthening young converts as well as having served as a useful tool in

doing proselyting work the other auxiliaries became popular and beneficial

to the saints wherever there were sufficient numbers to merit the organizations

28joseph F smith ed the mutual farthest north the improvement
era XI no U4 february 1908 312
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CHAPTER VI

MIGRATION CF THETRE SAINTS TO ZIONZIOM

the spirit gathering felt in norwaynorwajorwa

the roll books of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints

have shown through the years a great number of names of scandinavian

descent what brought this influx of scandinavian people why did a

people from the beautiful land of the midnight sun want to come to a

part of america that was barren hot and dry

the mormon concept of religion has from the beginning been one of

selecting a site upon which to build an utopian society commonly referred

to as zion the place where the pure in heart dwell america has been

recognized by the cormonsmormonsMor asmons the land of zion thought to be a land

choice above all other lands 2 latter day saints believe the prophecy of

isaiah 21321 meant two gathering places one in america and the other in

jerusalem they believed that the word of the lord would proceed from

these two centers and the blood of israel would be gathered to them

jesus spoke of a hen gatherinegatheringeatherine her chicks as he christ would gather

his children from the four corners of the eartheartha 11 matt 2337 mormonscormons

have placed a literal interpretation upon the gathering of those of the house

of israel or in other words the members of the church closely coupled

doctrine and covenants 9721

2 book of mormon I1 nephi 220
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rhenjhenthen the elders beganbegar teaching the

bratheringratheringratherinptheringtherinera conceptconceptj

piheraeineraelnera

gos635

haibert5aibert bhethe midnightMid sunnicht 33

3jork op citacitj 96

elnein

hmeramer icat historical sociationkssociationassociationks

nindnand

at3toctrinedoctrineottrineoc andtrine covenantscovenant 11011

rennethkennethhkenneth 0 borkborks westWs

arqr d

the keys of the catheringslatheringpatheringtheringtherinesyaslaPadla of israel

frotfrmfromarm the four parts of the earth andard the leading of the ten tribes from

the land of the northnorthe 33 these events were to precede the second coming

of the savior

cordineiccordingkccordinpcordingaccordingIc to the utvandringsutvandrins statistikkptatistikk chart emigration chart found

on page 56 before 1836 emigration from norway was insignificant and that

from 1836 forward emigration became an important issue historians such

as theodore blegen have analysedanalyser the emigration from norway as due to the

inerampiuerainera1piu discoveriesera in the rockies the depression of the ISTCs in europe

arswars between kings and the construction of the union pacific railroad 4

according to mr 7obell tevietie subject of emigration had scarcely been

mentioned by the elderseiders until 1852182 when fiderflier franklin D richards wrote

president snow inviting some scandinavian saints to join with a party of

british saints bound for america 5

the scandinaviscandinavianscandinavia saints were found to behe as eapercaper to

cast their lotslos with the saints in america as were the saints in nlndenolindgenolind

rd other parts of the world blegenaegerbiegenwegerwegen explained their eagernessCernessgernessfernessea to

migrate in these words

it must be recalled in this connection that the great majority
of scandinavian converts wrewere wretchedly poor they joyedenjoyeder
poverty and persecutionpersecutiot no more than people generally and that

the great divide northfield minnesota
norwegian american 1958 63

albert zobell jr under e

55

ath the fulfillment of this concept of fathering cae the visitation

of moses to josephoseph smith and livercliveroliverilverC cowdery on prilkprilapril ai3i 1836183 in the

kirtland temple moses committed
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tliejr back befl assured there is water plenty and purepirpp byirmirp the way
and doubt no loneer but come next year to the place of gatrinbatringa
even

trin
injr flocks as doves fly to their windows before the storm
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wooiwool

trinetripe of the gathering was the mainspringmainsprinpmainspriov bpck of all missionary
9

chorlhorirtbortthor many
1 nonnopron monnensmonnonsmormors looked upon the proselytiopprcselytinp efforts in europe

asilsels a part of the polygamy movement but it was the gatherr1 that wis
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june 1852182 ihllul141ihi

mulder1 homeward4ulderf

8

cc of one saints in scandinaviacardlnardicandi feltfellfeitfelafeianavia the spirit of gathering so

yc r that they sold their properties far below their worth and assembled

theelvesthethem inelves copenhagenCopen hopinghaFen forfoc an earlier opportunity to migrate to

biorjior thobethosethebe saints had to be warned not to prepare in haste but in
12wisdom and order

zion began

the first organized emigration movement from norway began in 1853183

with twenty three emigrating that year the organized movement is

usually considered to have lasted until 1926 with a total of 3437 nor-

wegian converts havinhaving emigrated this same account stated that it was

understood from the beginning of the exodus that only those who were

willing to meet certain standards were to emigrate to zion excommunication

was the price for failing to meet the standards expected iai4 it was

suggested by some that people joined the church in order to receive assista-

nce in immigrating to america however those who did not keep the laws

of the gospel were not offered assistance

12erastus snow tilntilantil de hellige skandinavien stjerneiernecerneEt 11

zion 109

ibid 126

58

t I1 le

v

f or

112

those in europe who thought the missionaries were outodt looking for

wives for the polygamypely movementgamy could not have been more wrong the

records show that in the general emigration from norway to america that

males predominated at a rate of fifty seven per cent the male predom-

inancy was even greater in the other scandinavian countriescoun n13triese

organized migration
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norway of the three scandinavian countries seemed to be the least

receptive to the gospel and the emigration movement itlt was reported in

the skandinavien stjerne for example that in sereensergenbergen in 1887 having a

populationoipulatior of 41000 only four families were converted lo10in the years

mormonismkocKormoc hadmonism been preached there had only been five or six families

emigrate

it was reported in the millennial star from 1801850 to 190igo that norway

ccntribjtedccntributedcontributed fourteen per cent of all converts and eleven per cent of the

emigrants the norwegian emigrants were however consideredconsidconsil toered be a highly

articulate minority largely from christiania later olsooiso providing an

intelligentsia easily distinguished among the scandinavian converts

these norwegian converts were in the main the respectable farmers and

mechanics with their families who had embraced this work 1 among the

high quality converts were people like the mother of the late elder john A

widtsoeWidt

mulder

soe

commented that while conversions after reaching a peak in the

1860 steadily declined as did the excommunicationscommunicationsex while the rate of

emigration among converts rose the peak of emigration came in the 1880

reaching a high of sixty seven per cent in relationship to the number of

converts only twenty six per cent of the converts had emigrated in the

180 forty eight per cent in the l860s18601s but those who emigrated during

the earlier years were a vanguard which once established in zion sent help

ibid 106106log

daniel
16 spencer A visit to scandinavia millennial star XVII

no U october 18 70

idem
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to the old country this made it possible for the greater emigrationemigewig inrations

the 1870 and 1880IBBO
18

scandinavia yielded u6u9746497 converts between 1850180 and 190igo of those

fifty per cent were danish slightly less than twenty six per cent were

swedish and almost fourteen per cent were norwegian ayiy

although the actual number of people who emigrated for the sake of

mormonismMorm wasovism not really great yet it was sufficient to arouse this

comment frofromsromfrow mr blegen

the fact is that many

llorilor

thosestheses

fifty

were powerfully drawn by things
foreign distance invested institutions and practices with
special enchantment for them was coupled with that of a free
land the promise of ideal conditions and passage money to cover
the costs of translation to the new world zion these were powerful
inducements indeed economics buttressed religion and it was not
an unrelated circumstance that the mormon appeal evoked its greatest
response from the very poor

in spite of the zealous effort by the church to weed out those who joined

the church as a means of emigrating to america the indictment advanced by

blegen was not completely groundless accordingcordinghe to blegen there were some

who lost the faith or perhaps never had very much to beginbelgin withwathswiths who after
91reaching new york refused to go any further

kenneth bjork suggested there were four main methods by which emigrants

could comecowe to zionziontpiont 1 to pay his own way entirely 2 to come as a ten-

pound emigrant 22 thus being partially aided by the fund 3 to be aided by

funds from utah in whole or part the fund here referred to was the perpetual

mulder homeward zion 1071079

idem

r
theodore C blegen norwegian migrationmi toration america northfieldnorthfieldtNorthfiel

norwegian14or americanweglan historicalhistoric association 1931195t71t112

iden21jdemidem

22a22 saint who paid the first ten english pounds of his passage to zion

1870s 1880180
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ibid 99
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emigration fund J13 4 to be chosen by officers of the foreign mission and

be aided wholly by the fund in europeeuropeo 24 probably the most common way was

to receive some type of financial assistance from the perpetual emmigrationmigrationimmigrationEm

fund when this fund program was first explained to the aints in scan-

dinavia they applauded it and two hundred twentyfivetwenty dollarsfive were raised

from among those present it was further explained that every brother

sister or family mightnight with diligence and economy strive to prepare them-

selves by living an upright life to make themselves worthy to receive

assistance those aided by the fund should return to it the money they

had received as soon as they were able to do so 0
it was quite normal for the saints in utah to use the machinery of the

emigrating fund to send for relatives and friends in europe the saints in

zion would ntributecontribute in salt ake city for the purpose of assisting their
own friends and relativesrelative an agent abroad would then make the necessary

contacts h the relatives in europe informing them of the money made

9available forsor their emigration 0

the fund succeeded in aiding the saints to emigrate although from

its inception it had a deficit gustive larson in his book prelude to the

kingdom remarked that the perpetual emigration fund was so widely used it
could not begin to meet the demands placed upon it it became therefore

A revolving fund established by contribution to assist emigranemigrants
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necessary to devise a new plan that would better meet the needs the

leaders called upon the adult emigrant to pay thirteen pounds each and

five pounds for those under one year of age e general idea behind

it waswis that through judicious purchasing at the outfittingoutwittingout pointsfitting in the
ofa28oat

united states transportation could be provided there were some 97957

who utilized this new plan but it too failed to be sufficient as the cost

of transportation had been greatly underestimated and a loan was necessary

to help this group complete the journey

the successful efforts in bringingbrin scandinaviangingpinggine emigrants to ericaamericakm

encouraged the mormon church officials to experiment with various methods

and routes of travel in an effort to reduce the great expense involved

in 1856186 the saints were informed that handcartshand wouldcarts be used in crossing

the plains to utah for the handcartshand providedcarts a cheap mode of transportation

this message was gladly received31received emigration31 continued through 1857187 but

few emigrated in 1858188 due to near open hostilities between the government

and the saints in utah

during 1891859 the saints were strongly urged to put aside funds for the

trip to zion the following year they responded to this directive favorably

as is recognized by the number who subsequently emigratedemigrate in 1860 the

route remained the same but in 1861 the new comers were met at florence

nebraska by teams and wagons sent out from utah to aid immigrants who

lacked funds to cross the plains between UOOO4000 and 000 mormonscormons crossed
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idem
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the plains in 1861 similar routes were used until 1866 when the saints

sailed directly from hamburg but from new york they traveled by rail via

montreal where they were loaded into dirty freight and cattle cars for

the trip from canada to chicago 32 ifit was reported that if the details of

the journey were written it would probably present one of the most

pitiable and heartrendingheart chaptersrending in the history of the church in

1869 the rail road became available for transporting the saints across

the plains and from that time on only those who could pay their complete

fare were to emigrate in 1868 there were eight hundred and twenty

emigrants of which sixty were from norway in 1869 there were 6 of

which forty four were Norwegianorwegians 33

in preparing to emigrate each adult was allowed 13 pounds of

freight children half as much4muchmucha they4 were reminded to take all
the bed clothing they had a long low food basket that could be slid

under the train seat hand towels comb and soap for each person they

also were reminded to hebe prepared to pay lodgings and other expenses in-

curred in copenhagen which was the central getheringtheringgatheringge point3point35pointpointe

those

335

who were emigrating were warned of the risks involved before

they signed up they were told frankly that the risks of sickness and

deathdeath were great the risks of death were especially high among children

very few families ever went through without losing at least one member

the average loss was ten per cent of the number before the journeys end

mulder homeward zion 117

bjork op cit 20

34mulder34ulder3434 homewardulderMulder zion 166
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the crowds of curious onlookerson alwayslookers appeared at the departures

they were scornful of their countrymen who were foolish and disloyal enough

to leave home as victims of the double delusion of america and mormonism

they some times created scenes like in 1857187 an indignant crowd tried to

snatch the children away fromsromsronfroe one convert couple let the elders be damneddamned1

they said but it was too bad the young should face a shameful upbringing

in the mormon kingdom once the saints were on board the ship they

found themselves members of a well ordered community39community

hundreds

39

of saints were able to migrate to zion through funds made

available through the perpetual emigration fund who otherwise would never

have made it one would assume that they would all have been grateful for

the aid they had received to the extent that they would have made repayment

as rapidly as possible according to the mprgenstj ernen the saints had to

be reminded of their responsibility to repay their perpetual emigration loans

3 ibideibid2abide 167

37lbid37jbid 168

idem

ibid 170

64

most tragic were the parties which left in january 1854 two hundred

out of 67868 lost their lives most of them from cholera

the ships the saints traveled on were dedicated before departure

the captains were impressed by this the skipper of the SS idaho with

703 saints on board in 1874 reported I1 have conveyed cormonsmormons safely

across the atlantic for eighteen years and have never heard that any

07ship went under with them on board

36
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lder41idernider
42zobell42 zobell

morgenstjernenmorgensuernen
I1 novembereloOloeyo 1882vember 168

idem

ar2r op

6

those who had not repaid were asked this question have you forgotten

how eagerly you seized every means which could make your emigration possiblespossible4possible

they

4

were further told that by not repaying their debt they were denying

faithful members of the church in scandinavia the opportunity of emigrating

they were also cautioned that if they forsook this duty of repayment they

were on the sure road to apostasy

there were those in europe who had been very generous in helping their

fellow emigrants such was the case with bent nielsen although warned

by the missionaries that some might apostizeapost byize accepting his money to come

to zion he sold his farm and used the money to help the saints another

jens andersen who was like moses of old inasmuch as he aided more than

sixty of his fellow converts to emigrate never had the opportunity to set

foot on the promised landlande4

influence saints gratinemigratingMi jto zion norway

it was stated earlier in this treatise that norwegian people heard the

gospel one day were baptized the second day and the third day they were

out teaching their friends relatives and neighbors it then was a natural

consequence that with so many of the converts emigrating that the missionary

work did not prosper as rapidly as it would have had the new spirited con-

verts remained in their native land kenneth bjork observed that after

1862 there was a decline in mormonmomon successes in norway as well as throughout

scandinavia he attributed this slowdownslow todown the reduction of converts to

parley P pratt ed betalbatal eders emigration gjaeld

cue 353635 36
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cari46carl

norwayarway

ocietysociety hiisiiis

66

assist in the proselyting activities A greater reason was due to the

letters written by some disappointed emigrants of 1862 4 then too

great opposition continued from the pastors editors and others 44

influence saints migratingMiE totatingrating zion

as they supplied it
with skills that were sorely needed they were better fitted for an

agrarian type of life as opposed to urban minded british emigrants such

trades as carpenters cabinetmakers coopers wheelwrightswheel jointersjointersspointersjoinwrights turnerstersterss

carriagemakerscarriage weaversmakers tailors seamstresses tinsmiths machinists

shoemakers tanners saddle and harness makers stonecuttersstonecutter masons

bricklayers butchers brewers millers fishermen and seamen were found

among these immigrants the basic skills were all there or would soon

be developed one visitor to utah wrote in 18721672 I11 would never have

believed that so much talent could be found among us as a people who are

nearly all gathered from among the poor and most downtrodden classes of

mankind n

william mulder utah historical quarterlyuarterly9 salt lake citycityscites
utah

21art
state Shistorical rsohsfy tyxtyt1955 XXIII 237

bjork cite 107

mulder cit 237

carl M hagberg den norske misj2nehistoriemisjonshistoric oslo 1928 232623 26
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of on zion

during the ISOs and early 1860s the emigrants from rway and

scandinavia were a welcomed addition for they greatly aided in carrying

out zions dreams the scandinavians settled in groups as they had been

for the most part converted in family units the norwegian and scan-

dinavian immigrantsimmier vreireine theteeants ye seedeed corn for ionzionlon7
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it was reported that by 1900 the scandinavians formed thirty four

per cent of utahs foreignoreigncoreign born 5 and scandinavian descendants that year

made up sixteen per cent of the total population the report continued

by stating that anthonanthor H lund noted church historian of scandinavian

descent told a big reunion of scandinavians in brigham city in 1902

we are now UOOO45000 and are a great power in our state 4

although these immigrants aided in the initial setting up of zion

they were not so favorably looked upon by the governments of america or

norway as both took a dim view of convert emigrants the norwegian and

other scandinavian converts were considered by some to be an embarrassment
I1 Q

to scandinavia and a trouble to the united states 4 government officials

like secretary of state william evarts for example said he felt uneasy

about utahs accessions from europedrawnEurope mainlydrawn from the ignorant

classes who are easily influenced by the double appeal to their passions

and their poverty 449 journalists and anti mormon religious leaders took

up the cry against the european converts the rev J wesley hill said

the converts were gathered from the slums of europe brought from the

fetid fields of the old world refugees who endeavored in the name of

religions to undermine our americasAmeri libertiescals and destroy our government

governor caleb westsbests anger in 1889 drove him to exclaim it is just as

mulder utahs ugly ducklingsDucklings jh utah historical quarterlyQuart
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if a lot of chinamen or other foreign people should come here and take

possession of that territory utah with ideas entirely distinct and

disaetriedisa allyailyetrie pposedopposed to ours though the popular opinion was against

the convertcrnvert emigrants one novelist ole rolvaag called them giants in the

earthealeai 52bh

efforts made jk discourage migration zion

in the ISs and for the next forty years the saints were encouraged

very strongly to emigrate in 1891 the millennial star carried this article

of instructions respecting the gathering the elders should explain the

principle of gathering when occasion requires 5 but acting upon it should

be left entirely to the individual 3 in igou the swedish periodical

nordsjarnannordsjarn stated that in most cases the saints of europe were e-
mphatically advised against emigrating the saints were asked to consider

the facts of employment resources and their ability to succeed in the

new land in 1929 the first presidency issued this decree quoted in part

in the early days of the settlement of this western country
when there was land and water for irrigation purposes in abundance
for all our members who gathered to zion it was urged in the
missions that all who could come should come and help build up the
church in this land

conditions have changed since then the land has been practi-
cally all taken up wherever there is any water to be had and the
consequence is that people from the different missions come here
and must either be able to purchase homes or secure employment until
they work and pay for a new home naturally our missionaries

unknown hearings before the committee on territories in regard
to admission of utah as a state 1889 washington DC 1889 128
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tell of the wonderful land of liberty that we are permitted to
occupy but we advise you to counsel missionaries that the people
who have fairly good positions in their homeland remain where they
are and help to build up the church in the localities where they live54

from that time the counsel has been for the converts to remain in their native

lands and to live as examples and to build up congregations in the missions

their services tithing and influence has been of great worth to the

proselyting efforts of their friends and loved ones

summarysummia

the years of heavy emigration were fruitful ones for zion but they

took a heavy toll on the success of the missions the converts felt the

spirit of mosesmosesnmoseon moving them to emigrate and live among the saints in

zion most of the saints were in need of financial assistance which was

given them through the perpetual emmigrationmigrationimmigrationEm fund most of the scandinavian

converts and emigrants came from denmark and sweden as norway was not as

receptive to the gospel and the movement to zion the church did what it
could to encourage all saints to gather to zion during the first forty years

of proselyting work in europe but after 1890 the saints were encouraged

to remain in their home lands to build up congregations

54live

54n his



CHAPTERCHUTER VII

NORWAY AS A MISSION FIELDFDW

some historians and writers have pointed outoat that norway from the

beginning had been a very difficult field of labor for missionaries the

difficulties were many but two of the most limiting were 1 1 religious

intolerance by the norwegiansNorwegia and 2 the long distances between cities
norway is 1000 miles in length and contains an area approximately the

same size as the state of california both of these situations created

great obstacles to early missionary activities and no doubt had some

limiting influence upon the number of converts made

missionaries j norway and their activities

the records indicate that the first missionaries called to labor in

norway were from denmark hans F petersen and john A ahmanson being the

first according to the records left by andrew jenson these two elders

did a great deal toward opening norway up to missionary work but they were

somewhat handicapped by being danes this created a language and social

barrier between them and the norwegiansNorwegia in 1853183185 elders canute peterson

and eric GM hogan arrived in norway they were the first missionaries

from utah to labor in norway they were natives of norway having emigrated

years before and had now returned as missionaries their arrival gave a
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newdewdexnex impetus to the proselyting efforts in norwaymorway from that time the

norwegian mission became more successful inasmuch as the elders renewed

their diligence new fields of labor were opened many meetings were held

and quite a few converts were baptized

the converts began coming into the church but as they became members

many of them immigrated to america the immigrants helped create a

situation that was mostly beneficial but sometimes worked against the

missionary causecausee As the immigrants reached tah they naturally wrote

bpckback to norway informing the people there of conditions in utah brighabrigham

young in writing to franklin D richards who was presiding over the missionTais

in

sionbionblon

england recognized the migration of the saints as a helpful tool to the

missionary causecausee he wrote I1 am happy to learn of your forwarding so

many saints to america in obtainingobtain

hearers

lneineing

and believersbelibell toeverse

some of the letters written by the immigrants were filled with

descriptions of how beautiful and wonderful it was in zion such expreespre

sions as children are no burden in zion we have the deeds to our

property there is freedom here thetithe land cries out to be used the

best place for the saints I1 have ever seen but the greatest joy for

2
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me is that I1 ca see and hear the prophets and apostles sunday after

sunday who teach us christchrists pure gospel were often included and when

received spread through the villages like irefirelre 44

closely coupled with this favorable propaganda was however an

abundance of anti mormon propaganda originating primarily from the pens of

religiousrelinelineil intolerantspiousplousflous often the antiormonantiantl mormon materialsormon came in forms of

concocted histories explications exposes even handbooks were written

in such a way as to make the immigrants appear as foolish and sad for

having left their native land and religion 5 the missionaries found them-

selves in the midst of a people who kneknedened not in which source to place their

confidence

president widerborg president of the norwegian mission in writing

to brigham young jr reported that the elders from the valley utah

laboring in norway had created considerable interest among their friends

and acquaintances concerning things and matters in utah while president

widenborgwidenburgWid admittedenborg that some of the strangers only wished to satisfy their

curiosity still many who were honest were led to investigate and accept

the truth of the gospelgospels mulder concluded that next to the return of the

emigrants as missionaries of which there were 1300 by 190019009 the emigrant
n

letters proved to be mormonismsmormonisnsMormoni mostsms persuasive witnesswit 7nessenesso
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these early emigrant missionaries became widely known by their
passports from washington and their talk about america these elders were

often accused of being white slaversclaverssl polygamistsavers fleeing federal marshals

or speculators and railroad agents seeking emigrants for profit 0 president

iderborgsiderlder observationborgs to brigham young concerning the emigrant missionaries

was that the scandinavian brethren were respected among the people and

were wielding a good influence this situation caused their former friends

and acquaintances to listen to their testimonies

the early elders were helped financially on their missions from

portions of the tithing allotted to them in 1860 brigham young informed

the missionaries that they were to sustain themselves this information

was sent to the various mission presidents and in addition was published

in the december issue of the skandinaviens stjernejernee branches and conferences

also had to sustain themselves from money raised by freewillfree offeringswill of

the saints albert zobell suggested that this was a testing process on

the missionaries and saints it was reported the way was opened however

so that the elders seldom suffered for want of the necessities of life asab

the spirit of the holy ghost prevailed upon the saints that they responded

in helping to support the missionaries lo10

the elders continued to find their labors in norway difficult for

many yearsyearse those who were converted often found clever ways to assist

the missionariesmissionarieso mr zobell reported the conversion of anna widtsoe as

norwegian mission history july 2 19u91949p ohlCHLchloorlobloorle
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at the beginning of the twentieth century elderseiders

from zion were still coming in increasing numbers but the conditions under

which they labored had changed substantially although most of the young

elders who labored in norway at the beginning of the twentieth century were

born of scandinavian parents in america most of them were unable to speak

the norwegian language this created a great problem and a slowdownslow indown

actual proselyting activities since the first year or so their missionary

activities were spent primarily in studying the language mr jenson

ibid 107108107

ljenson12jensonleensonlJ12

108

historyhistensonJenson of the scandinavianscandi missionnaviannavlan 197
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having come about when she took a pair of shoes belonging to one of

her children to the shoemaker whenwienelenmiendhen the shoes were returned she

found a tract inside one of them when she went back to investigate

the shoemaker told her he had something to give her that was worth more

than the soles for her childs shoes this incident led to her eventual

conversionconver ilislongsiongslone

often the elders were denied the privilege of entering into certain

areas to preach franklin D richards told of one way that they overcame

this problem

our only safe and certain modehadmode beenhad for some elder a
mechanic to obtain employment in the place where it was designed
to introduce the gospel and thus while employed at his work
disseminate the revealed truth among the hands untile without let
or hindrance from the enemy a branch was organized

the proselyting work continued throughout norway so that by 188 there

was scarcely a house in which a mormon tract had not been distributed

the number of baptisms during the first fifty years reveal the success of

these early missionaries

until 2without
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reported that after finally becoming somewhat prepared in the language

the young missionaries were not ready to commence missionary work in

earnest he further commented

they were still unacquainted with the customs and habits
of the people and were in many instances unable to approach them
the norwegiansNorwegia in the effectual way that their sires had done

in several cases they even failed to understand or appreciatappreciate the
characteristics of the people among whom they were laboring4laborings
mr jenson continued by stating that the natives on the other hand

were at a loss on many occasions to understand the young men with their

americanamerkmer trainingican and methods of procedure jenson concluded that the

consequences of all this was that the progress of the work was not

what it had been in earlier days nor were the number of people baptized up

to the record made forsor instance during the sixties it would appear

that by 1900 most of the people of norway had been contacted by the

missionaries thus having had an opportunity to at least hearbear of mormonism

in addition to this the desire to emigrate to utah had slowed down

considerably because the resources in utah were being used to near capacity

slow progress was often made because of the shortage of missionaries

during world war I1 and world war II11 the missionary force dwindled greatly

the improvement era carried this article indicating the problem the

church faced at the close of world war I1 in getting missionaries back into

norway

the big problem now confronting us is getting missionaries into
the country of norway it has been and now is almost an impossibility
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191481948 f often the elders from zion were aided by local missionaries who

were called to labor in their spare time

the norwegian saints looked to the elders for strength and example

the missionaries therefore were expected to live the commandments or

they were sent home here in part is the directive as it was given to

the elderseldersseiderselderts 11 00any

19391909 CITLCHLohlclil

neisneas

cheighchuigh
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for a missionary of the mormon churchchurph to get into norway
consequently our list is not large io

when the number of missionaries had been greater the elders had

presided over the conferences and branches but during tiestimes when the

missionaries were few it became necessary to close some of the branches

because of the lack of priesthood holdersholdar in addition to missionaries

presiding over the conferences and branches some were called to act as

second counselors to the mission presidents this was done in compliance

with the instructions received from the first presidency of the churchin
i

any missionary who does not keep the word of wisdom would

be sent home and likewise that no one could hold office in the church who

i f
were users of liquor tea and coffee several accounts of healings by

the administration of the elders along with other spiritual experiences

were reported indictatingdictatingin the faith and obedience of those missionaries

methods employed missionaries j proselyting

due to the limitation of not being recognized as christians the first
missionary efforts were involved in contacting people in their homes with

heber J grant ed nexs111ews from norway the improvement era
XXVIII no 2 december 19249241 142

norwegian17 mission history july 28 1948 CHL

norwegian18 missionNorwegian christiania oslo 18319391831853

norw jy

17

18

Z in proselyeroselyPr ipgingosely

16

3



heldheid the songs were
read instead of sung for fear that the windows would be knocked
in if it was noised abroad that the mormonscormonsMor weremons holding a
meeting y

president martin christophersonChristo presidentpherson of the norwegian mission

after a visit to the various conferences of the mission reported that
0the meetings were well attended both by saints and friends elder john

halversen clerk of the christiania oslo conference wrote that all the

sunday school superintendents reported their schools were flourishing

many non members sent their children to sunday school and in instances

the percentage of saints and strangers attending sunday school were

21nearly equal

edtheheldtke

77

the publication of tracts and other literature the missionaries traveled

from house to house talking to the people giving them literature and

inviting them to attend whenever meetings could be arranged

most of the meetings were held in the homes of the saints the stavangerstavengerSta

branch

vanger

one of the first branches organized reported

meetings were held at the homes of the saints whenever co-
nditions permitted here as elsewhere in the world the members
hadsufferedhad hardshipssuffered and persecutions that were the saints
portion to endure when a meeting was heidtheheldtheId

much of the country of norway is mountainous and miles of farm land

lies inland away frowfromfron the cities during the months of july august and

september until the rainy and disagreeable weather sets in the elders

did much country actingtradingtr one report said they did much tractingactingtrackingtr
22

holding meetings where permission could be obtained and distributed literature

norwegian mission history 192019391920 october1939 7 19341934. crlCHLCRI
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the missionaries were few and the number of people in the cities so

great that a planplarpianrianalar was designed wherebywhlerbylerby open air meetingsmeetipfsmeetinrsmeetin streetrs meetings

could be held this gave the elders an opportunity to address greater

numbers of people at one time the first of such meetings was held in

trondhjem here is a part of the account as reported by elder golden

D carlston

we eceivedreceived permission from the police of the city of trondhjem
to hold meetings on the market place and the irstarst open air meet-
ing was thus held this day by elders carlston addand arthurarthor J larsen
who spoke to about 200 people who had gathered

elderfidereiderkider carlstonarlstonaristonCl continued his report by stating that there were no defaceable

remarksrepiremireml madearks and that the people listened attentively to their testimonies

he concluded his report with this interesting statementstatements

no announcement had been made of the meeting and the people
walking about did not notice us before we began to put the chair
parts together one of us had carried the seat and the other the
legs under our coats when the stand was finished we began to
sing and a few people stopped to see what we were doing the
spirit of the lord was truly with us and as we cortinuedcoutinuedcontinued to ainesingalne
about 200 intelligent and interesting people gathered around

As time passed street meetings were held in many more cities fvenaven

in this effort the elders were interrupted often by lutheran priests atitt

other times they were denied the opportunity of holding sucheuch meetings

because of interference and complaints made to the police by the lutheran
r

priests

the elders laboring in t eP
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bergen branch reported that they had decided to hold a baptismal service

and they sent invitations to those whom they knew might want to be baptized

the baptismal was to be held in the open sea the following day a large

congregation gathered at the evening services among which sic were

several strangers

in 1921952 two elders were sent to england to learn how the gospel

was being presented in the british mission no detail is given but a

new plan with organized lessons was introduced this new plan introduced

to norway new methods of tractingactingtrackingtr holding cottage meetings and group

27teaching

members norway

andrew jenson as he looked back over the history of the norwegian

mission observed

in those days when the gospel was first introduced in norway
mormonism was considered to be a disgraceful confession often

the family providers lost their jobs as it was noised abroad that
they had embraced the gospel it generally happened because of the
clergy abusing their influence among the employers and when this
happened in the winter time the poor were often brought to great
privations and sufferings nevertheless newnownouneu members were all the
time added to the congregationcongre

the

gationpationgatlon

norwegian people seemed to be a people of strong will once convinced

of truth they were valiant in its support this strong will is manifested

in this event of a sister being baptized in the icy march waters

A public meeting was held at 430 in alesundAle thatsund evening
a baptism was performed by elder imanuel S eksund the baptismal

26
robert F bilchoffbischoffBil reaktionsbearkningerchoff i tilkontning til et brevabrev

of konferenceconferenceKon praesidentference robert F bilchoffbischoffBil inchoff bergenbergens skandinavien stjerne
LXVI no 1 december 1917 9
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candidate was sister nikoline H steffersensfeffersensteffensenStef thefersen baptism was per-
formed at 9pmrpm and took place in aran inlet of the fjordfjords the
mountains surrounding the fjord were covered with deep snow and a
thin layer of ice covered several of the small ponds the spirit
of the lord was truly enjoyed and the waters seemed warm to the
candidate as well as to the elder performing the ordinance 27

another example of the steadfastness of the norwegian people is evidenced

by a grup who called themselves champions of the word of wisdom

according to the report this group was organized with twentyfivetwenty membersfive

in 192 consisting mainly of children at the time of the writing of

this report there were over forty two members these champions met once a

month the report continued by stating that only those who observed this

health regulation were admitted to the organization they were admonished

not to use tea coffee tobacco or liquor the report concluded with these

interesting wordswordss

the little union is like a leaven that works among all who
come in contact with it when the children say to father or mother
that it is wrong to break the word of wisdom and when the teach-
ings concerning this revelation are eivengivenelvenpiven in public meetings it
has a wonderful influence upon many who learn of its value J

president ray engelbretsen another president of the norwegian mission

reported that drinking in norway is a very serious problem speaking about

the alcoholic problem he said drinking alcoholic beverages is a

tremendous problem and seems to be general throughout the entire country

among workmen on the job they have their bottles along side their tools

and materials n

elder christian D fjeldsted once a member of the first council of

seventy of the general authorities in writing of the conditions through
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which the young ladies in norway have to pass in order to join the chruch

made this observation

in many cases they are sent from their homes and are not rec-
ognized as members of the family eir friends turn their backs
on them and often they lose their positions and find it hard to
secure employmentemploy butmentrent they are willing to pass through all these
trials rather than deny the testimony of the gospel

another problem readily observable in norway among the young people

is that of having no other latter day saint boys or girls to date and

eventually marrymarryenarrye for this reason many young people who receive testimonies

of the gospel are willing to give up everything and come to utah in order

that they might have the opportunity of associating with other latter day

saints they want to be able to raise their families where religious

freedom exists and the eternal covenant of marriage practiced by mromons

can be their opportunity

president engelbretsen who had served both as a missionary and

president of the mission further reported on other difficulties faced by

the missionaries in proselyting and by the norwegiansNorwegia in accepting the

gospel when he saidsaidtsald

success in proselyting has been equal to that of last year which
was one of the highest years on record in the norwegian mission
this is due to the efforts of the missionaries in utilizing all their
time continually to present the gospel to as many people as possible
every day it must be remembered however that every convert has
to be worked for under most adverse conditions before they finally
can see the truth and accept it priestcraftPrieste traditionraftrast and other
factors still have tremendous effect on the people socialism which
has given a so called security to all inhabitants of this country
has taken the incentive from people to think or do for themselves
the priest in many cases when they receive requests from pros-
pective converts to us to be written out of the state church try
to intimidate the people by saying that they should be careful
in leaving the state church since the state church is a part of

christian D fjeldsted ed A letter from scandinaviaScandinaolanaOianavia
the young womentwomenscoment s journalsjournaljjournalJourn saltalsaljais lake city deseret news igou1904 XV 264
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the state from which they getpet all their wonderful supports
and their leavingleavine the state church might some day have an influence
on the support they get this of course is not legally true but
nevertheless many innocent people are reluctant in taking that big
step into membership in the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints33Saints

summary

33

the norwegian mission has long been recognized as being a difficult
mission in which to do proselyting work religious intolerance and the

long distances between cities help to complicate missionary activities

there the records indicate that upon the arrival of canute peterson

and eric hogan the norwegian mission became a decided success this was

due in part to the fact that these two elders were originally natives of

norway

two big factors played important roles in the early success in the

norwegian missionmissions first the immigrants returning as missionaries and

second strong testimonies were sent back to norway by faithful norwegian

saints who had emigrated to zion around the turn of the century the

second generation missionaries sons of the original emigrants began

coming to norway most of these younyoungyonnyoune elders were unable to speak the

norwegian language in addition they were not acquainted with the nor

wefianwepiansepian ways and customs because of these factors they were less effective

as missionaries than their fathers

the methods used by the elders in doing missionary work were limited

because of the religious intolerance in norway the basic approach had

to be a door to door appeal distributing literature and an invitation to

attend a meeting whenever one could be arranged the auxiliaries played

quarterly report for the norwegian mission dec 31 197 CHL33quarterly33
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an important role in fellowshippinfellowshippingfellow candidatesshippinshipping before they were baptized

every opportunity to have investigators attend meetings baptismalsbaptlsmalsbapti andsmalssnais

cottage meetings was taken advantage of and clever approaches had to be

resorted to in taking the gospel to places where the missionaries were

denied the opportunity of preaching

the norwegian people had demonstrated great perserveranceperser inverance

overcoming the many obstacles that had confronted them in receiving and

living the gospel one who has never lived under circumstances where even

ones own family and friends reject him because he joined the church can

never appreciate the travail of those who have to endure this it was the

experience of this writer as a missionary in norway to call onor people and

introduce them to the ospel and later see those same people ostracized by

the neighbors for allowing the mormon elders to enter their homes
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CHAPTER vniv17iiani

THE WAR YEARS AND THEIR EFFECT ON THE NORWEGIAN MISSION

the utah sarwarniarafar of 1881858

the missionaries had been in scandinavia only eight years when

trouble broke out in utah an attack by johnstonjohnstons army was imminent

one of the grievances which occasioned the threatening war in utah was

the mormon111 practiceormonornon of polygamy some historians have reported that

president buchanan acted too hastilytoohastily in sending troops to utah basing

his plans on faulty reports they refer to this unwise move of president

Su3 chananbuchanan as buchanan blunder foolish or not the utah situation had

immediate effect upon the activities of the church and especially upon the

proselyting labors of the church all the saints in the outlying communities

and the elders in the mission fields were called home the call home was to

make preparations to come to the defense of their loved ones in the rocky

mountains 2 with the elders home little progress was made in the mission

fields emigration also came nrettyorettyaretty much to a standstillstand Asstill history is

considered today it was a sad thing that communications were so slow then

because the calling home of the saints and elders could have been averted

had the leaders of the church been able to keep those outside of utah

alerted to actual happenings in utah

obell under the midnight sunlZ
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world war I1

the elders from zion did not return to norway until 1860 3

the missionary work began anew and soon had regained some of its strength

the next fifty years witnessed norwaysnorwaynorwais greatest number of baptisms per

missionary in 1914 however the work was again hampered by the threat

of world war I1 and hostility among the nations the elders were again

either called home or sent to safer fields of labor the effect in norway

in terms of missionaries may best be realized by noting that during the

decade from 1904 to 1914 preceding the outbreak of world war I1 there

had been a reported total of 70 elders from zion laboring in norway

during the war years 1915

the number of baptisms dropped from 1454 to

president A richard petersen president of the norwegian mission

after having visited the city of narvikbarvik reported the serious effect the

lack of missionaries had on the saints he said

I1 found a pretty little town with six thousand inhabitants
hidden among the moutainsmountainsmoutains to my great joy I1 found there
ten baptized and faithful members of the church they had almost
lost patience because they had been so long without missionaries

the difficulty which the missionaries faced in regaining entrance into

norway after having been withdrawn because of the war became a very serious

jenson history of the scandinavian mission 9 36
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problem for the church the quarterly historical report for norway

explained the following the war made it very hard for our missionaries

to enter norway and the local police were very much opposed to having elders

in the cities gradually however conditions2 once again improved until

the missionaries were freely allowed entrance the number of baptisms

increased and emigration was resumed

world war and its effect the norwegian mission

the improvement era reported that the first presidency of the church

was well ahead of the outbreak of actual conflict in the countries of

europe the high church leaders had ordered an immediate evacuation of

the missionaries from germany france and england the article continued

by stating that the mission presidents in the areas of disturbance were

issued instructions for them to perfect plans for the removal of all

missionaries at a momentsmomenta notice it was also reported that the church

maintained a close connection with the situations well in advance of

hostilities by daily telephone conversations between president J reuben
Q

clarkdarknark jr and the department of state in washington DC president

joseph fielding smith made a tour of the european mission during which

time he released those missionaries who had served twenty or more months

of their missions and transferred the rest to safer fields of labor in the

united states these transfers affected some 700 missionaries according to

the report in lys over norge

j

9

quarterly7quarterly historical report for the norwegian mission june 192 CHL

reberheber J grant ed church completes reassignment of european
missionaries the improvementim erarovementmovement XLII december 1939 73

thomas E mckay translated and edited by olaf sonsteby and einar
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president peterson had beer released and president john A

israelsen had taken over the mission on october 4 1939 the evacuation

of the missionaries was nearing completion when president israelsen began

his administration president israelsen reported that upon his entering

the mission he was informed that most of the missionaries had already left
for america or other assignments he and his wife had not been there three

months when they were called back to america before the presidents of

the different missions left for america they placed local men and women in

the leadership responsibilities of the missions that the work might continue

on as good as possible

on june 30 1901940igo the church announced that the missions of the

church were placed under the leadership of president joseph fielding smith

president A richard peterson previous president of the norwegian mission

before president israelsen who then lived in america was recalled to

norway to continue on as the president of the norwegian mission under the

direction of president joseph fielding smith in february igui1941 president

thomas E mckay was appointed to take charge of the european mission and

all questions and problems for consultation and recommendation were to
12be referred to him A little later a third statement was issued by the

church which placed the local brethren in norway in the executive positions

under the direct supervision of president thomas E mckay

norwegian mission history 192019391920 december1939 1 19419 CHL

mckay op22 cita9.9 100
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edyedp 1115 on june 30 1911941igi the alesund branch reported that the

german troops coming into our city have occupied the hall we used for

meetings but we have held relief society meetings and sacrament meetings

in private homes the stavangerstavengerSta branchvanger as well as a few others reported

similiarmiliarsimiliansi losses of their buildings of worship due to german occupation 17

however in most cases the saints continued to hold their meetings in the

homes of the saints

in order that the reader might better appreciate some of the conditions

inir the norwegian mission during world war II11 this one instance is citedcitedscitess

i14idemeademidemaden

15ibid december 31 igho1940 CHL

ibid june 30 1941s19u1 CHL

ibid march 31 1942 CHL
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warliarivar conditions in the norwegian mission

olaf sonsteby acting local president of the norwegian mission

reported that on april 9 igho1940 norway was attacked by the german war machine

the invasion went into several of the larger cities in the southern half

of norway his report continued by stating that the Norwegianorwegians had made all
possible resistance several civilians were killed and that the german war

troops were continuing to take norway he concluded by stating

fortunately none of our church members were killed by war
operations or by bombing and none of our meeting houses were
destroyed by same but several difficulties came along as to
contact with branches many of the saints have been evacuated
from their homes and their addresses were unknown lu

later in the year of igho1940 the city of narvikbarvik reported that the saints

have lost most of their belongings owing to war operations there and they

were scatteredscatter that

16
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another terrible happening visited bergen at conference week
allied planes came to bomb submarine nests and during this action
many civilians were killed A school house were sic also hit and
about eighty children killed and several others that total going far
up to two hundred the saints and the rest of the people were very
strained only a few weeks after in the same month did the city
feel attack in the middle of the night it lasted sic for one
hour bombs falling by not manynany meters from our church building
killing about fourtycourty sic people our building were sic very
damaged but not the hall next morningmorring were sic sunday and the
saints came to church stricken and scared blind bombs laying
around the house A meeting was heldheid andland the saints felt better
one fourth of bergen is now in ruins

president sonsteby after having toured the branches report that it
was his imcressionimrressionimpression that the saints were trying to do as well as possible to

19keep together the oslo branch for example held their annual

christmas tree party they reported that

there were glimmering lights and happy childrenchildrens faces which
marked the whole arrangement in snitespitesrite of strict rationingsrationingration bothings
the children and adults were treated to chocolate and cake 20

president sonsteby in 1942 reported that traveling conditions were

becoming more difficult this reduced his opportunity to hold the branches

pethertogetherto he also indicated that since the elders from zion had left no

new members had been added but that the saints were happy to be able to
01

worship together each sunday

t-

here were some missionary activities
performed by the saints during the war elder hakon jensen of the bergen

branch reported that he and his wife while doing proselyting work had

narrowly escaped death when the ship they were sailing on was bombed out

from under them they testified that there lives were miraculously spared 22

ibid december 31 1944 CHL
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very little correspondence between the local leaders in norway and

those in salt lake city was possible during the war this placed the

norwegianNorw brethreneelaneFian on their own the norwegian leaders considered their

callings as opportunities which the lord had been preparing them for the

first letter received by the church leaders in salt lake city summed up the

conditions in norway in these words

the condition here in our mission is good taking the circumstances
in consideration we are living under the yoke of war and that does
interfere with our work to some extent thus it has been difficult
to travel and visit the saints up to this day september 44. 19uo1944
we have been saved from destruction and the church property is still
in our hands except forsor a few buildings the activity in the
priesthood has been very good lately especially in the larger branches
and many good brothers are willing to do their best in performing their
duties alltiilillii our organizations are active and holding their meetings
regularly the offerings are coming in better than ever thus the
economical condition of the norwegian mission is very good when I1
look back on the four years which are gone since we were leftlef alone
I1 feel to say that in spite of the difficulties which often have
been hard there has always been a way out of it and I1 must thank
my father in heaven for his help and guidance I dont think the
norwegian mission ever has been in such a condition before as we
have had for the last three years without connection with zion
this has been difficult in many ways

1

but we have many good and
loyal brothers and sisters who each in their own place are doing
their best and I1 don think the saintssints have agreed as well before
as they have done these last years

world war J ended and helpreip sent from utah

on march 18 1946 acting president olaf sonsteby was released

on september 1 19u61946 president A richard petersen received another call

to return to norway he and his wife were sent on a special mission to

investigate the needs of the saints and to find out how much food and

clothing was necessary due to complications in being admitted into norway

they did not reach oslo until february 6 19u71947 they immediately discovered

23
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that food and clothing was sorely needed this they quickly reported to

thebheuhe first presidency of the church these and other supplies were forwarded

without delay from salt lake boto norway enough food and clothing for 100015000

people was sent this was more than enough to meet the needs of the saints

so the remaining goods were given to non members it was reported that the

church received very little credit from the norwegian government for this

christianlikechristian deedlike

president and sister petersen were told when they entered norway that

they would be admitted for one year only during the time they had been

in norway making their investigation they had heard nothing further about

being allowed to remain after three months they received word that their

sojourn was denied 4 by this time they had completed their investigation

they were however allowed to remain longer than the three months

summary

war whenever it has come has been a retarding factor on missionary

activities when the elders were called home due to the pending utah war

the number of baptisms and immigrants was greatly reduced during the

period from igil1914 to 1924 the number of missionaries was again seriously

reduced during the periods when there were few missionaries the branches

suffered since the elders from zion had officiated in them prior to their

departure

the first presidency of the church always maintained a close vigilance

upon the war situations and had been able to place the missionaries of the

church in areas where they could be safe in the performance of their callings

mission 192019391920 september1939 1 1946 Coiloll
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when the country of norway was invaded all the elders were evacuated

successfully and local personnel called to take over the leadership of the

mission it was under this condition that olaf sonsteby was appointed

acting president of the norwegian mission he carried this assignment for

six years president sonsteby acted under the leadership of elder thomas

E mckay whenever channels of communications could be opened

when the germans came into norway the norwegiansNorwegia fought with every

means at their command even though the norwegian effort for independence

waswalsvasvalsvats most determined they were so far outnumberedout andnumbered the germans so much

better equipped for war that the norwegian cause was hopeless the nor

wegiansweggans suffered greatly under german occupation it was reported to this

writer by some norwegiansNorwegia that food became so scarce that city dwellers

traded their fine linen china silverwaresilver orware any valuable property they

had for food flour became so scarce that small amounts of finely ground

sawdustsaw wasdust added to stretch the flour supplies in some instances the

norwegiansNorwegia were beaten and killed for being caught on the streets after dark

without a pass others were placed in concentration camps for attempting

to smuggle food and clothing to the families that had small children in

them several of our church buildings were taken over and used by the germans

fteruterafter the war these places of worship had to be renovated and re dedicated

the war years for the norwegiansNorwegia were terrible yet they were filled
with faith promoting experiences the saints in norway learned that they

could take over and lead the mission if required to do so they also learned

to work harmoniously togetherpetherto in living the gospel of jesus christ even during

the most trying circumstances they well remember the celebrations that came

with the ending of the war but their suffering for the necessities of life
were not over until supplies were sent to them from the saints in utah the

horror and unhappiness of the war years will never be erased entirely from

the memories of the people in norway
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CHAPTER IX

taeTHEtaf NORWEGIAN MISSION SINCE WORLD WAR II11

reopeningrelal4 ofopening the norwegian mission

according to the mission history the conditions that had existed in

norway durineduringduning and following world war II11 subjected the saints along with

the other norwepians through many unpleasant experiences they had beenbeetbeer

lookingloo100 forwardhingakingahinea to the day when the elders from 7ionaion would be among them

again the closing of 19u61946 found many changes in the norwegian mission

as compared with lgb1945 amoneanonemong the changes was that the mission had once

again been placed in the charge of a leader from zion missionaries also

were beginningbeE toinning return by the close of 1946 there were twenty four

missionaries laboring in norway their first labors consisted mainly of

establishingreestablishingre and relieving the temporal needs of the saints the mission

report stated that the missionaries that had arrived were enthusiastic and

had a strong desire to make the norwegian mission the best mission in europe

it was also reported that the sintssaints felt the hand of the lord and his

generosity toward them in a temporal way since living conditions had been

much improved over the past year

the reopeningre ofopening the mission was not an easy accomplishment the

church as it did following each war had difficulty in getting missionaries

back into norway the drammendragmen daily news fremtidenFrem astiden reported by lys over

quarterly historical report for the norwegian mission in church
lstorianshistorians librarylibrae hereafter referred to as CHL december 31 1946
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dorgelorge stated that

american mormonscormons have soihasoihz permission to enter norway the
bishops cfof the norwegiarnorwegian stae church have dissauded to give the
permission and the departtentdepartrentdepartmentdepardepart hasTenttrent joined the bishops the case
is under consideration in the central pass bureau c

the entire church nd especially the saints in onay waited anxiously

for the next three months for a decision to be made as to whether or not

mormon missionaries would be re admitted into norway and if those twenty

four missionaries already there would be allowed to remain when president

petersenfeersepteerFeer andsensep elder vogeler went to the central pass office they were

frankly told the government does not want mormonscormons in norway and were

making an attempt to keep both the mormonscormons and jehovahjehovahsJehova witnesses out

president petersen was further informed that all other religions were

admitted but that mormonsmonnonsmonnone were not consideredconsi asdared being a christian denomination

and that the government did not want a heathen sect preaching to a christian

nation

the european mission

following the re establishment of the missions in europe elder benson

of the quorum of twelvevelvewelveT apostles was appointed president of the european

mission on march 31 1946 alderelderflder benson visited norway his assignmentassien

was

ment

to go over the temporaltempora deedsreedsneeds of the saints it was reported in 1961946

norwegian missionfission 192019391920 septembersedSeo1939 1946tember CHL
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11 1benftien the final decision was made however it was in favor of the

church the situation of not wanting mormonscormons in norway was cleared up and

the doors were thrown open for missionaries to remain and new ones to enter

eiderelder ezra taft bensonberson made president
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the saints in norway had received 3384 eleven pound packages sent

under the auspices of the church welfare frogmanfrogranfropranFr inopran utah vil111.111vii had

been distributed and had proven to be of tremendous worth in aiding the

saintsslintsstints and others who were in dire need of food and clothing in addition

it was reported that two carloads ofcf food and clothing were being shipped

to the mission and would arrive the first part of april 1946

after the welfare supplies were sent to the saints in norway the

norwegian saints desired to express to the leaders of the church their

sincere appreciation for what they had received they sent a silver plaque

to the first presidency of the church as an expression of gratitude from

the saints for all the welfare supplies they received after the war

it is of double value
to us because we are told that small contributions of silver ornaments
and cherished keepsakeskeep fromsakes the saints everywhere in norway were
used to make the plaque your giftgif is but another expression of the
devoted faith of the men aadapdand women of norway who have kept for nearly
a century and nownov keep the gospel torch lighted in the land of the
midnight sun

norway again

after the temporal needs of the saints were taken care of the

missionaries revived proselytingproselytinp activities elder 3ensonbenson during his

visit to norway had emphasized that the responsibility of the latter day
8

saints

6quarterly

to teach the gospel would play a grand role in the history of the future

quarterly historical report for the norwegian mission march 31 1964 CHL

7lbid71bid february 7 1947 CHL
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seme time later abcthetbc irnt residencypresidency responded in recognition of receipt

of the plaque bitiwiti ir clientsclwentswentscL

the beautiful enameled silver plaque sent us as a gift from you
was received t fo davs ago for this evidence of your affection we
thank yonyouycu 11103rtilyarilriart andilyliylly sincerely the plaque is a work of art re-
flecting the scandinavian love of beauty
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AS the missionaries rededicateddedicatedre their efforts to bringbrine the gospel to as
9

many people as possible their labors began bearing fruit

the usual procedure of the norwegian mission was to assign the new

elders from zion with companions that had been in norway long enough to have

command of the languagelangu theageape experienced companions were to teach the

language and customs to the new missionaries in 1921952 a new orientation

program was initiated for the purpose of givingelving the new elders some elementary

instructionsinstruction before sending them to their assignments fterafter 1921952 the usual

procedure for a new missionary to follow upon arrival in the norwegian

mission was first to fill out all the required papers for the local police

and american embassy he was then enrolled in the mission language class

which included instructions in the proper pronunciation of the alphabet

the putting together letters of the alphabet into simple words simple

grammar lessons learning totc count money and some of the norwegian customs

A day in the life of the norwegian missionary began at 600 am

followed by two to three hours each morning in the study of the language and

lesson plans the daytime hours were spent in making door to door contacts

trying to give cottage lessons or making arrangements to return when the

family could all be together the evenings were spent giving cottage lessons

and making call backs to promising homes the missionary labored six or

sometimes six and one half days a week attendinattending church meetings only when

accompanied by investigators

since norway is a land of streams fjords and mountains one might

expect that the missionaries would either fish swim or ski during his day

9
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of diversion this is not the case however as the church officials have

strongly counseled against swimming fishing or skiing these activities

are not allowed because of the danger involved

according tc the reports of the mission the average missionary has

many trying and discouraging experiences but he also has many positive

experiencesexperienc missionaries both give and receive the blessings of the

gospel here is an example of the type of faith producing experiences the

missionaries may have as reported by the quarterly historical report

during the fall conference in trondhjem it was a wonderful sur-
prise to hear elder mervin coy hatch bear his testimony he had
previously been afflicted with an impediment of speech fider adam
S bennion while visiting the norwegian mission gave elder hatch
a special blessing and the progresspro madeeresspress by elder hatch since is
wonderful the blessings of the lord poured out upon elder hatch
in abundance and his impediment is hardly noticeable

withwlthalth the church still not being recognized as a christian denomination

everything that helped to build the prestige of the church in the eyes of

the norwegian masses was appreciated by the missionaries on september 1

19 elder grant johannsen a world famous pianist and member of the church

from salt lake city gave a wonderful concert in oslo lys over norgenome

reported the music critics as having proclaimed the concert a huge success

ir 1961956 the brigham young university track team participated in an inter-

national track meet held in oslo it was reported by president ray engelbretsen

president of the norwegian mission that those in the norwegian mission were

extremelyeydeytept happyremely to have had with them the BYU track team 4 president

ibid september 30 1931953 CHL

12quarterly historical report for the norwegian mission october 22
1956 cuCHL
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engelbretsen continued this had created a great deal of good will among

many people which will help in proselyting work particularly among those

sportssportsms indedmindedrindedandedm

1961iggi april 1 19 CHL

also in 1961956 the mormon tabernacle choir was in europe

which gave some of the norwegiansNorwegia an insight into another phase of the

cultural side of mormonism

when the norwegian mission was reopenedre inopened 1946 the newspapers

carried several articles about the church but most of the reports were

unfavorable it was hoped by those laboring in the mission at that time

that the church could grow in prestige 16 it would appear that according to

an article reported in lys over norge the general concept relative to mormon-

ism was improving in the minds of many of the people of norway in recent

years A mr anders borass a norwegian writer who had just returned from

utah commented that salt lake city and surroundings were beautiful he also

described elder harold B lee of the quorum of the twelve apostles as a man

of great intelligence he concluded his article with this challenging

statement the cormonsmormonmormons faith is either the greatest fraud in the world or
17the greatest truth

opposition jk mormonism renewed

almost as a natural consequence of growth in the church came the

renewed opposition again as in former times the chief opposersposersop to the church

were the intolerant religious leaders they were the ones who felt most

poignantly the loss of their own members as the LDS church grew in size in

idem
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one newspapernew articlesnaper dated december 31 195 a lutheran priest called
1 Q

the church leaders and missionaries non christian pirates this article
touched off a series of articles most of which were answered by president

axel J andresen of the norwegian mission this new series of anti mormon

attacks were in the form of a variety of subjects such as missionaries being

called spies on the doctrines of blood atonement temple work 5 and an u-
nchristian like attack upon the church leaders as individuals the quarterly

mission report stated in conclusion that the results of these articles was

a renewed interest kindled in the Norwegianorwegians to find out what mormonism is
19

thus opening many doors to us

opposition was not just thrown at the church in general but individuals

also became the victims of cruel words and actions the quarterly historical
report gave this account of a faithful sister who was persecuted from within

her own family

after sister anna karine austanvikAus wastanvik baptized into the church
her son who is a prominent attorney immediately began to cause
difficulty and told the mission president that we would immediately
have to write his mother out of the church sister austanvikkustanviklusAuskus objectobjectedtanvik
the son took his own mother under protest to the state church priests
office where she was forced to sign a written statement to the effect
that she wanted to be written out of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints within a few hours after this document was sent
to the mission office sister austanvikAus appearedtanvik and gave the mission
Presidenpresident in detail the story of how she had been forced by two
priests and her own son to sign such a document it is a faithaithsaithsalthalth promot-
ing incident this so called religious freedom which norway part-
icularly boasts about is felt in name only because prejudice tradition
and priestcraft all still seem to have tremendous effect on the people

norwegian mission buildings and growth

due to the fact that the church had not been recognized as christian

18ibld december 31 19 CHL
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real difficulties were involved in obtaining buildings for worship

realizing this problem very keenly president andresen wrote to the first
presidency of the church requesting permission to make new attempts in

gaining christian recognition he received this answeranswers

you point out that it is unlikely that the state church will ever
permit full recognization but that it may be possible to bring the
church within what you designate as the christian dissenter law
you recommend that an attempt be made to bring this about weidetwe give
our permission for you to make this effort and to secure the legal
help which you may regard as necessary in the undertaking

legal help was thereafter obtained and some success was made as the

importance of securing the right to purchase property was vital to the nor-

wegian mission the headquarters of the mission had been located in a

section of town which through the years had become part of the slum area

of oslo president andresen with the assistance of elder spencer W kimball

of the council of the twelve apostles and a lawyer finally gained possession

and title to a very choice piece of property located at drammensveien 969

the headquarters of the mission were subsequently moved to that new location
22

on november 6 1971957 in addition to the purchase of drammensveien 9699690

other valuable properties were procured in the cities of drammendragmenDr bergenammen

and trondhjemTrond thehienhiem norwegian saints learned that beautiful chapels could

be a great asset in bringing converts into the church

the growth of the church in terms of baptisms was increasing during

the year of 19 ninety six people were baptized 9388 cottage meetings

were held by the eightyoneeight missionariesyone laboring in norwaymorwaymorvay 23 by 1961956 the

pi quarterly historical report for the norwegian mission september 30
193 CHL

ibid november 6 197 CHL
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number of baptisms had increased boto 102 4

another evidence indicating the growth in the mission was the organization

of the first quorum of elders in the mission elder spencer kimball

organized this quorum with brother kare lorang parsbollbarsbollPars asboll the president of
2

the new quorum during 1961956 the following year the mission record

indicated that in keeping with the churchschurche accelerated program for adult

members of the aronickaronicaaronic priesthood a program was begun in september in the

oslo branch in an attempt to reach the delinquent members of the aaronicronicka

9priesthoodPriest

by

26
hoode

1981958 the oslo branch became large enough that it was divided into

twoturo branches in order to give more members the opportunity to hold positions

at the time of this study 196 there were no wards or stakes within the

limits of the norwegiannorwepian mission

spirit migration revived

the spirit of gathering as experienced in the early days of the church

in norway began to be felt ainalnaaa7 inainaln 1981958 president engelbretsen reporteddeported

the reasons for the desire to emigrate when he said

probably one of the main reasons for this feeling to emigrate is
caused by insecurity as far as the future is concerned many saints
are concerned for the upbringing of their children the laxity of the
youth outside of the church in living up to principles of righteousness
is very predominant another factor is that many norwegiansNorwegia realize
the socialistic form of government they arearg living under there
is a tremendous consumption of liquor and uses of tobacco among the
youth on sundays there are thousands in fact one could say the
majority of the population who go out in the interest of sports
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activities and in the summer time we have difficulty having our
own saints keep the sabbath day holy and sacred 0

certainly the church officials were aware of the desires of the saints

in norway to immigrate to america but they of course were equally aware

of the problems to be encountered here in zion in 19 when president

mckay toured europe he announced that the saints were to remain in europe

and the church programs would be brought to them instead of them having to

come to where the church was the norwegian saints along with the saints

of other foreign nations were encouraged to remain in their home lands and

do all they could towards strengthening the church where they were 29

microfilm churchchurchy county state records j norway

the church of jesus christ of latter day saints since 1836 the

restoration of the keys of genealogy work to joseph smith has30 been

interested in gathering genealogical information since so many members of

the church came originally from norway and other european countries scan-

dinavian people and their descendents making up about one fourth of the

total church population the need to have access to records from these

countries had become very acute with so many investigators in genealogy

needing information from the norwegian records and considering the impract

ibilityability of their being able to go to norway the church launched an extensive

project of microfilmingmicro asfilming many records as possible these records were

brought to the archives in salt lake city utah mr zobeli2obellcobelibobell reported that

negotiations for microfilmingmicro infilming norway began in 1946 and continued through

ibid december 31 1981958 CHL

mclareyclare middlemiss with the president in europe
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salt lake city november 19 no 11 799800799
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the year of 19470 31 difficulties were encountered in obtaining permission

to do the microfilmingmicro workfilming because the decision rested in the hands of the

norwegian parliament since the state church had representation in parliament

it was natural for them to oppose the project this they did very strenuously

it was this writers experience while laboring in honefassHone norwayfass to be

ejected from a state church office by a very angry priest for having asked

permission to see some of his chruch records

in 1947 elder archibald F bennett general secretary of the genealogical

society together with president A richard petersen toured some of the

larger cities where the microfilmingmicro wasfilming to be done brother hilmar freidel

of norway contracted the microfilmingmicro projectfilming for the entire country the

church sent him a model E portable recordakcordakRe camera later a model D recordakcordakRe

camera was also sent the work of microfilmingmicrofilminpmicro actuallyfilming gotpot started on june

12 1948 from june to october mr freidel labored in oslo in the norwegian

national 4rchivesarchives on october 20 1948 sister paula freidel wife of

hilmar freidel began using the portable model E recordakcordakRe working with her

husband to expedite the work from oslo they moved to the lands archive in

bergen where all church books mortgage registers and probate records were

microfilmed this area was completed in september 1949 the cameras were

next moved to trondhjem and from there to hamar by january 16 1901950igo there

had been over 2300 rolls of one hundred feet filmed in norway these rolls

contained a total of 2760000 pages of records permission for the mormonscormons

zobell E cit 173

norwegian mission 19201.939192019391920 august1939 8 19u71947p CHL
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to microfilm all these records was obtained upon the agreement that the

mormon church would give the local archives a microfilm copy also

general authorities 1of the church visit norway

there seemed to have been a practice through the years of having one

of the general authorities of the church preside over the missions of europe

the visits of these officials to norway were greatly appreciated events in

the lives of the norwegian saints elder bens on who presided over the

european mission following world war II11 won a lasting place in the hearts

of the saints in norway until moreworenore recently with the development of

better communications the saints in far off norway have felt apart from

the church leaders perhaps it is the distance that helped endear the

visits of the church officials

in 1901950igo elder stephen L richards of the first presidency visited norway

his assignment was to look after the missionaries and their welfare in

19215521952 the saintssaintsaintf in norway had the choice experience of having the mormon

leader david 0 mckay visit them the norwegian mission history reported

that the saints looked with the greatest anticipation to having their
highest leader in their land the report mentioned that among other things

president mckay directed his text

to encourage people to emulate our redeemer while we were
here by being kind first to ourselves by building character second
by creating happiness in our homes and by spreading happiness to our
neighbors and finally by devoting our limetime by proclaiming the rest-
oration of the gospel of jesus christ 5

he concluded by stating that it is the desire of all men to have peace but

there is only one way that peace can come and that is by obedience to the

34norwegianslorwegian mission history 194919611949 aupustaugust 29 1901950igo CHL

ibid june 17 192 CHL
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gospel of jesus christ the saints and missionaries were encouraged

and thrilled by the visit from the president of the church the newspapers

were generous and complimentary in their reports of president mckays tour

through norway

in 1954 elder adam S be bennionunion of the uorumruorumborumquorum of twelve apostles visited

the norwegian mission he too thrilled and encouraged the saints and

missionaries with his sincere way and jovial sense of humor in 19 elder

spencer W kimball toured the mission his assignment was to check on the

missionaries and their activities to see if better methods could be employed

to hasten the work he stated that the norwegian mission was the second

lowest in number of baptisms in the church he interviewed each missionary

individually asking them about their worthiness and how they felt the

proselyting work could be speeded up during his stay in norway he held

twenty eight meetings and all were inspired with his deep knowledge of the

gospel his sincerity and humility jf it was also reported that wherever

and whenever he spoke he raised the voice of warning and told of the glorious

restoration of the gospel of christ all who came to hear him were deeply

impressed with his message and the truths he expounded 0

missionaries and saints of norway attended swiss templetempie dedication

on april 1 19 the letter from the first presidency of the church

arrived extending an invitation to all missionaries who were serving as full
time missionaries to attend one session of the dedicatorial services of
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idem

105

06

19550

mi
I1

ssi
I1

onariesfonaries

n37

1138

no te

15 1955

36

371bid 1955

3 8ideir



summsunn

106

the swiss temple it was with grateful hearts that about one hundred

missionaries and several norwegian saints left oslo september 11 19

bound for bern switzerland39Switzerland for39 the saints in the company this was an

experience they had waited nearly a life time for the chance to receive

the blessings of the temple in being sealed to their companions and families

for eternity the norwegian danish and swedish missions attended the

september lu14 191955 session of the dedication 4 following the dedication the

missionaries and saints were permitted to tour some of switzerland seeing

the vipsmipslipsalps and travellingtra asvelling far as geneva before returning to norway the

norwegian missionaries returned to their labors on september 21 19

after a most thrilling and faith promoting experience 41

mission presidents the norwegian mission

in general it may be stated that most of the presidents of the mission

both during the time it was but a small portion of the scandinavian mission

as well as when it was an independent mission have either been born in

scandinavia or are descendents of scandinavian stock for a complete listing
of the presidents see page 131 of the appendix

summary

the saints in norway had suffered greatly during world war II11 especially

for want of the basic necessities of life following the war the church had

a most difficult time obtaining permission to allow missionaries to reenterre

norway

enter

the main reason given for the difficulty was that the norwegian

quarterly historical report for the norwegian mission april 1
19 cmCHLcrlorl
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missionaries and saints find they must stand together in facing the opposition

that goniescomesgonles because of their minority position the primary source of

opposition is reported to come from the liotheranlirfcheranlloLiOlib prieststheran the newspapers

bakapeave an active part in airing the controversies between the mormonsmonnonsmonnone and

lutheransLuth theerans church appreciates the opportunity afforded to put its
teachings before the public because this has helped in the proselyting

activities of the mission
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government still refused to reonlze the church as hing a ristianchristianr4stianch

denominationden whenehenoa the1 missionariesi didnqtionnation petget back into norway che first
thing they had to do under the direction of elder ezra taft enson was

to helpheip eliminateelimlnate thetletl temporale wntsants of the saints hen14hen this was ac-

complished during 1946 theuhe9 missionariesC returned their attention and

energies toward preaching the gospel the strong hope of the elders

laboring in norway waslejastejas to make the norwegian mission the best mission in

europe

the life of a missionary is not an easy one either from a physical

or mental standpoint the new missionary must first check in with the

norwegian police department clear with the american embassy then he is

enrolled in a training program for a few claysdays orientation in the rules of

the mission the language and the customsciistocustonsciasto of the people heinelne will be laboring

among

the statement is often repeated among the mormonsmortronscormonsmorrMort innonsrons norway that the

norwegian people consider themselves religiously tolerant but in reality

they11 areley very ligiouslyreligiously intolerant andard traditional minded even in our

age nf cnlivhtmentenlightitient there still remains much intolerance in

the norwegian mission has suffered from the lack of having adequate

buildings in which investigators can be invited to worship because of the
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non christian classification the church has had a very difficult time

procuring places of worship president andresen gained permission in 1910

to

595015505953

submit a new petition requesting the repeal of the non christian title
though this effort failed to bring the new title desired he was nevertheless

successful in gaining enough prestige for the church that the purchasing of

property and buildings became somewhat easier perhaps the greatest advantage

gained was the successful purchases of drammenveien 969 which became the

new mission headquarters and the place of worship for the oslo saints this

move was a step forward in the mission since the old location of osterhausgatenOsterhaus

27

gaten

had become part of the slum area of oslo

when travel became possible again following the war years the desire

to migrate to america was revived the church leaders counseled against this

as they perferredperfer thatred the saints remain in their homeland to help strengthen

the church there

in recent years greater emphasis seems to have been placed on doing

genealogy work sithwith the renewed spirit of genealogy it became necessary

for the descendants of the earlier norwegian people to have access to the

records kept in norway consequently the church in 1946 began the tremendous

task of microfilmingmicro allfilming possible records in norway that would assist the

researcher most of the filming some 2760000 pages was done by mr hilmar

freidel and his wife

with the norwegian missionMisshissniss locatedionioDlon so far from the church headquarters

the saints sincerely appreciated the opportunity to have the officials of

the church visit them in their native land they especially appreciated

the visit of president david 0 mckay
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form of christianityC was catholicism

catholicism prospered from its inception in norway until the beginning

of010 the1
1 sixteenth century axtalt that time a swede gustavus vasa brought
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not disappear it became necessary to formulate laws which forced the

people to worship or be finedined if the people were unable to pay their

finesines they were placed in stocks it was into this type of religious

environment that mormonism was introduced in 1851181

the scandinavian mission was opened by elder erastus snow in 1850 the

headquarters of the mission were maintained in copenhagen denmarkDen 9markemarko converts

to the gospel came into the church quite rapidly in the early days of the

mission As the numbers of converts became sufficiently large branches

and conferences were organized

missionaries to scandinavia in the biginningginningbeginningbi of the mission were

extremely few because of the lack of missionaries to contact the people it
was necessary to disseminate as much information in the form of literature
as possible As almost all the literature used in the church was in english

it became necessary to translate the tracts and books into danish danish

at that time was the accepted language for scandinavia even though each

country had its own language the book mormon was the first of the

standard works other than the bible that was already in norwegianNorwegia to be

translated and it was soon followed by the doctrine and covenants hyenbookshyunbookshymnhyunhyen

and

books

finally the pearl great price very little material was translated

into norwegian until the 1950

the mormon movement in norway faced strong opposition because of the

lack of religious toleration lutheranism was the state supported religion

so it was natural for the lutheran ministers to become angered by the losses

they encountered to mormonism opposition came in many forms the church

was denied the right of preaching or performing any religious ordinances

violation to these restrictions subjected the missionaries to fines or

imprisonment or both the church was not recognized as christian denomination

consequently the church was looked upon as being paganisticpaganisticepagani thisstice condition
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brought on persecution in the forms of name calling rock throwing

interruption of meetings ostracization from society loss of employment

and sometimes physical beatings

the mission to norway began in 1851181 through the instrumentality of a

dane HJ petersen he served as the first officially called missionary

to norway svend larsen a sea captain was the first norwegian convert

he assisted the missionary movement in norway a great deal elder petersenPeter

along

senseo

with those later called to assist him began their work along the

southern coast of norway gradually as the missionaries became more numerous

the work spread until it covered the entire country of norway it was

stated by one historian andrew jenson that it was his opinion that with

the exception of england scandinavia was more thoroughly proselytedproselyter than

any other area in the world

the new norwegian converts filled with the spirit of the gospel

were very influential in bringing their friends neighbors and relatives

into the church it was stated that norwegiansNorwegia were converted one day

baptized the second and beeanbeganbepanbeban preaching the gospel on the third day closely

coupled with the ambitiousarbit spiritiouslous of these new converts was the movement

which made mormonmorron literature available books and tracts were purchased by

the saints and they sold or gave the literature to their associates it
was suggested that by 1890 almost every norwegian home contained some type

of mormon literature

the records indicated that the first forty years of proselyting were

the most fruitful ones in norway in terms of numbers of converts per

missionary when the number of converts became sufficient branches and

conferences were organized with missionaries presiding over them the

lack of male members in the branches was a serious handicap in organizing

the full programs of the church most of the branches were small containing

ns
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mostly women consequently the lief society and sunday school organ-

izations were more common than the MIA or the primary the primary and

MIA however did succeed very well wherever the number of members the

right age merited these programs

from 1851181 to 1920 the country of norway was just a small part of the

scandinavian mission it was called the brevig conference of the scandinavian

mission prior to 1899 the brevig conference was transferred to christiania

christiania was norwaysnorwaynorwais capital city the name was changed to oslo in 192

in 190igo the swedish mission was created thus leaving denmark and norway

combined as one mission until 1920 at that time the danish and norwegian

missions were created as individual missions

As previously stated the first forty years of proselyting were the

most fruitful but the total membership of the norwegian mission did not

increase much because of the large percentage of converts that emigrated to

america upon their becoming members the peak of emigration was reached

in the late 1860s and early 1870 during one year sixty nine per cent

of those that joined the church that same year emigrated to utah the

perpetual emigration fund was established to assist those who needed financial

help to emigrate to zion

from 1851181 to about 1890 the church encourapedeocourapedencouraged all worthy converts to

emigrate but after 1890 there was a reversal as the water resources in utah

for irrigation were limited the spirit of gathering continued to be felt
so strongly that the church officials had to issue a statement to the effect

that they wished the people of the missions to remain in their respective

lands and help to strengthen the church in their native countries

two of the most powerful tools in winning converts in the early days

of the mission were the native elders returning from zion as missionaries

and the letters written by the emigrants describing utah canute peterson
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was the first of these emigrants to return as a missionary he was followed

by many others of his countrymen who had emigrated some years before

those native missionaries were especially successful because they knew the

language and customs of their former friends and neighbors after 1900

the second generation missionaries sons of the american born norwegiansNorwegia

encountered difficult language and social problems which rendered them

much less effective as missionaries than their fathers had been

because the mormonscormons were not recognized as christians they were very

limited in the methods they could use in proselyting the gospel the main

procedure had to be a door to door approach handing out literature and

extendingeytendingtendingrending an invitation to attend a meeting whenever one could be arranged

because of opposition the meetings for the most part were held in private

homeshoinesholnes where the songs were read rather than sang for fear of arousing

the mobs to action

despite the problems to be overcome before one could join the church

many strong willed norwegiansNorwegia still joined the church those who became

members had to be virtually willing to sacrifice everything for the sake of

the gospel by 1930 between one fourth and one fifth of the total membe-

rship of the church were originally from scandinavia or were of scandinavian

descent

with the impending war crisis came the withdrawal of the missionaries

from norway in 1858188 when johnstonjohnstons army was advancing towards utah

the missionaries were called home in 1914 and again in 1939 the missionaries

were called out of norway with the departure of the elders followed the

discontinuation of much progress in proselyting activities in the mission

during world war II11 a norwegian olaf sonsteby acted as the president of

the norwegian mission for six years he received very little instruction

from church headquarters in salt lake city because of the lack of communication

facilitiesf
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at the end of each war came the problem of getting the mormon

missionaries back into norway each time the norwegian government had

said something to the effect that they did not want mormonscormonsMor whomons to them

were heathensathensheathershe coming into their christian country preaching paganismpaeanism

in 1946 at the close of world war II11 the church received permission to

have missionaries reenterre norwayenter

elder ezra taft benson was called to be president of the european

mission and under his direction the welfare program of the church sent

more than enough food and supplies to take care of the needs felt by the

mormonscormonsMor themons surplus supplies were distributed among some non mormonscormons

when the missionaries were finally re admitted into norway the

physical wants of the saints had been met the proselyting efforts were

renewed with much success new methods of teaching the gospel were implemented

and a renewed desire on the part of the elders to make the norwegiansNorwegia mission

the best mission in europe was felt the new missionaries were given some

elementary orientation in the language and customs of the people before

they were assigned to their fields of labor this orientation program proved

to be most helpful

in 19 during the administration of president axel J dresenandresenkn

the doctrine and covenants and the pearl j great price along with a hymn-

book were translated for the first time into the norwegian language the

book of mormon had previously been translated and published in 1901950igo
with new converts coming into the church the desire to emigrate was

again revived some saints did emigrate but in 19 president mckay while

visiting norway told the people not to go to utah to find the church but

that the church would be sent to themthemethenthene he told them to remain in norway to

help strengthen the church there through their activity and faithful observance

in keeping the commandments the desire to emigratemigran was prompted b the lack
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of security the members felt especially those who had families they

realized that the lack of other young LDS people for their youth to

associate with and eventually marry was a very serious handicap

in 1961956 the swiss temple was dedicated the full time missionaries

and the saints worthy of a temple recommend were invited to attend a

dedicatorial service this was the first opportunity mostroostmoost of the saints had

ever had to receive the benefits of a temple

the norwegian saints rejoiced exceedingly whenever a general authority

of the church came to visit them in their native land when president

mckay was there in 19 it was reported that this experience of seeing

the mormon leader was the highlighting experience in their lives

in 1946 the first efforts were made in norway to microfilm records for

genealogical purposes the desire was to microfilm as many church county

and state records as possible throughout all of norway this movement met

with stiff opposition from the state church officials the success of

genealogical research in utah in a large measure was determined upon the

churchschurche ability to bring the necessary records to the researchers in utah

as so many people in the church today are the descendants of norwegian and

other scandinavian ancestry

II11 conclusions

based on the writers research the following conclusions concerning

the history of the norwegian mission are made 1 1 the first years were the

most successful in terms of converts 2 those who first served as missionaries

were courageous souls who placed more importance on doing the work of the

lord than on their own personal safety 3 those early saints who joined

the church in spite of opposition they faced had the spirit of the lord

with them to make them equal to the challenges 4 the churchschurcheschurche ability to
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have mormon literature translated into norwegian was a vital tool in the

successsliccel of the missionary activities init normaynorways 5 thene progress of the

mission was hindered by not being recognized as christian but the

opposition it broughtbroucht on waswar an advantage in that those who joined the

church had to be strong and work cooperatively together in the gospels

sake 6 the norwegian mission could have been much stronger had not so

many converts emigrated to america and 7 the lord was the power behind

any successsuccesssiccess realizedrealisedreali7edrealireall inzedsed the land of the midnight sun
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APPENDIX A

EARLY CHURCH WORK IN NORWAYNOWAYnonay

extract from deseret news for november 1903

the first mormon missionary who introduced the gospel as restored to

the earth through the instrumentality of joseph smith in old norway was the

late hans frederik petersen of ephraim sanpete country utah he arrived

in osterrisorOster septemberrisor 11 1851181 and baptized his first converts in

december following the next year the late elder hans peter jensen of brigham

city utah and johan A ahmanson were sent to norway to continue missionary

work there and so successful were these two elders that they soon organized

three branches of the church one in osterrisorOster onerisor in frederikstadFred anderikstad

one in brevig the prospects for the further spread of the gospel being

bright six other missionaries were called at the mission headquarters in

denmark and sent to norway they were christian J larsen peter beckstormbackstormBeck

christian

storm

knudsen ole hansen niels hansen and john FF dorius who arrived

on the fjord near brevig norway october 12 1852182 another missionary jeppe

G folkman had arrived some time before the arrival of so many mormonscormonsMor

in

mons

norway alarmed the norwegian clergy who at once began to look around for

means of defense against those intruders who dared to question the correct-

ness of the old lutheran religion that had served the people of that land

so long as a vehicle by which to get to heaved first arguments were tried

but the newcomers astonished and defeated all their opponents by proving thetha

correctness of all their doctrines from the ible persecution incited at

least in part by lutheran clergymenclergy followedrner next but that only added



hansenransen

and it was soonsootsoor discovered that mormonism made

better progress under persecutionpetion than under more passive conditions

for while some people came to hear and the arguments of the elders were

often so convincing and powerful that those who came withwio the avowed purpose

of taking a hand in beatingbestingbestine the missionaries returned homehane to make pre-

paration for their own baptism in the midst of their discomfiture the

clergymen as a last resort turned their attention to the law religious

liberty in norway was only conditional and if some pretexts could be found

for denying the mormonscormonsMor thatmons protection which had already been granted a

few christian denominations who dissented from the opinions of the lutheran

or state church the mormonsyormonsmormansMorYor whomons believed in modern revelation and who

preached without salaries could be silenced or banished on the pretext

that mormonscormonsMor weremons not christians all the mormon missionaries in norway

were arrested and imprisoned

in october 1853183 brothers christian J larsen svend larsen john F

dorius and peter beckstrom were confined in the debtorsdebtors1 room in frederikstadFred

courthouse

erikstad

part of which was utilized as a jail ole olsen was imprisoned

at elverhojelverhoyElver andhoj jeppe G folkman christian knudsen and niels ansen in

a country prison connected with the official residence of lehnsmandLehns printzmand

some distance from frederikstadFred theseerikstad three last named brethren were

subsequently removed to elverhojelverhoyElver andhoj about the same time john A ahmansonkh

was

mansonnanson

arrested at osterrisorOster andrisor confined in lptederikstadpederikstadPed togethererikstad with the

brethren already imprisoned there the imprisonment of so many young and

intelligent men professed ministers of the gospel naturally created general

interest among the people and the jailor who had been used to handling real

criminals soon found himself guarding men of a higher order this feature

was also noticed very soon by the jailorsjailers marriageable daughters who became

deeply interested in the young prisoners all of them being good looking men

124
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loeanlogan

189253185253

12

and attractive both in manner and appearanceoappearanceappearancesappear threeanceo of these daughters

subsequently joined the church and one of them became the wife of fider john

A ahmanson one of the prisonersoprisonersprison

the

erso

brethren had not been confined very long before they were granted

special privilegesprivi theleFes jailor permitting friends to come and visit them

and at length also permitted the prisoners themselves to go out sometimes

under guard and sometimes unguarded to mingle with their friends on the

outside thus the missionaries perhaps made as many converts while being

housed and fed on the expense of the government as they would have done had

they spent their time tramping through norwegian snow and ice in visiting

from house to house as free menomono

in the meantime the elders were petitioning for their rights and

liberty and appealed their case to the higher courto that court at last

rendered its decision which was unfavorable to them 5 but they were all
discharged from prison in the following orderorders peter beckstrom dec

5

men

5 l82j1852

svend larsen march 1 1853183 christian jo larson march 31 1853 and john

A ahmanson john F F dorius jeppe go folkmanFolkfoik oleican olsen christian knudsen

and niels hansen may

15 J

G

5 189301830185301890

bishop christian jo larsen of loelog an one of the brethren who spent the

winter of IS in the frederikstadFred prisonerikstad returned a few weeks ago from

a visit to scandinavia after having spent nearly 0 years in ericaamericakm

ANDREW JENSON

J
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1852 53



APPENDIX B

ELDER KJAR IMPRISOTDimprisoned IN NORWAY FOR BAPTIZING

deseret news april 16 1910

korsgadekorsgadenKors gade copenhagen denmark march 2 1910iglo at our fall conference

held in bergen norway about six months ago the successful labors of our

elders as reported on that occasion attracted the attention of the nor-

wegian state church clergy one of their number beingbelnebeine present to take notes

A number of baptisms which had recently taken place in haugesundHau wheregesund 16

new members had been added to the church became the special subject of

alarm and the civil authorities at once became active in gathering details

being furnished with a complete list of those baptized and those who performed

the ordinance it was discovered that some of the new converts had not formally

withdrawn from the lutheran church before they were baptized into the true

church of christ suchstich neglect is istechnicallytechnically against the law of norway

which however is seldom very strictly enforced in such cases but in this

instance our enemies thought they had an opportunity to prosecute the mormon

elders consequently they made diligent inquiries about the names of the

elders who had done the baptizing but found that they had all left the country

except elder carl kjar a young man who resides in the fifteenth ward salt

lake city utah and who still labors as a missionary in haugesundHau presidinggesund

over the branch appearing in court in obedience to a summons elder kjar

was told that he had been fined 20 kronerskroneis for having baptized two little
girls one 1 andard the other 8 years old whose names had not previously been

withdrawnith sromfromdrawndraun the utherantheran church records in lieu of the 20 kroner fine
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elderldereider

I1 continued my talk to

him and explained authority and revelation and priesthood telling him

about the restoration of the same eccoetco he then looked at his watch and

said it was time to goeo but before he went I1 madenade him a present of the

fundamentalpindDindpund principlesamental of the gospelC

lesies olioilubilubii never forget as long

as I11 live and let me tell you pastor that my mother was a mormon and

I1 was born in utah now dont you ever tell anybody that the latter day

saints dont teach christ and him crucified for that is a falsehoodfalsehoods fehe

bowed his head as if he was ashamedashamedoash why174hyamedeamedo 81 said I1 11 have never heard

anything but that as long back as I1 can remember if there is anybody who

believes in jesus it is the latter day saintssaintsosaintlo

prattjpratta

127

he could atone by serving 12 days as an ordinary prisoner or four days on

a water nd bread diet to the great surprise ofcf the officials ider kjar

chose the latter alternative and was consequently imprisoned in a solitary

cell on tuesday march 8 in the evening and served till the following

saturday march 120 before entering his cell brother kjar had the opportunity

of explaining ehethe principles of the gospel to the judge and other officials

of the court and during his four days of imprisonment he had a most interest-

ing time in conversing and explaining mormonism to the jailor and his fellow

prisoners he also sent for the priest at whose instigation no doubt the

whole affair was inaugurated and bore his testimony to that official in

a way that is liable to remain on his memory forever we will now let elder

kjar tell his own storystoryosteryo he writes
ft1 could not keep my seat when the priest said the mormonscormons were not

christians and didnt believe in christchristoohristo I1 told him about my dear mother

who is now dead taking me on her lap many times when I1 was only four or

ve years old teaching me that jesus was the son of god and about his

atonement and that it was only through him that we all could be saved

addressinpaddressing the pastorpastoapastonpasaoa 1Ir saidsaidtsald9.9 these lessons

by apostle orson prattPrat which he

accepted and promised to read the same he took me by the hand and thanked

12

I

f our

sons 7

I

etc

tJ

and
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me we parted after about to40 minutes interviecoviewo en tevieyieyne elders previously

have visited this man he has in almost every case refused to take our tracts

but now he accepted a good bookbooko

fter the priest had left the jailor had one of the police come down

and wanted to know what the priest had said I1 preached to them for about

1 minutesminu andtesY then my friend one of the judges also came down and wanted

to know what the priest had said to me and 1 had another conversation with

him after they left a woman prisoner next to my cell who had overheard

my lecture to these officials of the prison soon started to ask me questions

concerning rmonisromormonism but I1 did not explain very far before it was mv bed

titetirretimetirpe according to the prison rules fterafter 1 was in bed our conversation

continued she had a new testament in her hands and the light was on in

her cell as she should be transported to bergen on the I11 am boat so I1

laid in bed and told here where to read she read out loud and I1 dictated

to her thus following through one principle sic to another until the

jailor came again our conversation lasted about two hours she knows

more about mormonism now and she said it was her intention to investigate

further as soon as she could and try and live a good life hereafter

the next morning while sitting looking at the walls I1 noticed a small

crack in the partition the walls being double but now I1 could not resist

the temptation in keeping a former resolve I1 folded up some tracts and a

book and forced them through this crack to a certain prisoner who had put

me up to sending after the priest I1 signaled to him first and he gladly

received the tracts through on his side I1 also gave the jailor two books

which he promised to read

before making up my bed this last day I1 put two small books under the

pillow hoping that they might dodc good to some one saturday afternoon I1 also

had a good conversation with the lady cook for the prison through the wall

and she invited me to come and visit her after I1 got out again

12P

interview dhenwhen

15

tood
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friday and saturday were hungry days for me as I1 had lost my appetite

and had only eaten two slices of bread but had drank a lot of water saturday

evening at 8 pm sharp I1 was released went home to one of the saints and

ate a good hearty meal sunday night our little hall was so overcrowded

that I1 think we will have to hire a larger one if it keeps on thus

my name had been in the newspapers and the whole affair explained in

the haugesundHau avisgesund on saturday the editor of that paper is a very good

friend of the mormon missionaries

monday I1 made a revisit or rather a first self invitationinvitation1invitations with1 an

armful of books to the prison I1 asked permission to have an interview

with the chief and was shown into his office he took me by the hand I1

made a neat little speech to him usin the best language I1 could and

thanked him for his kindness and friendliness he look down at the floor

and replied ingenlingentingen aarsag1 no cause I1 then praised the force of men

laboring under him and especially did I1 praise the jailor for his zeal

init performing his duty he thanked me for the kind words I1 spoke about

his men I1 then took a 3ookbook of mormon out of my pocket and made him a

present of it he took it hurriedly looked over it and then accepted it
with a ithanebthankithank youyout and gave me his hand

I1 next made my friend judge no 2 a present of the same book he

only asked to loan it but became very glad when I1 told him it was meant

as a gift he took me by the hand and thanked me the other judge rec-

eived A voice of darningwarning ard the jailor the fundamental principles of

the gospel and every policeman and even the marshal who arrested meirelrelne re-

ceived some kind of book I1 paverave out all the IN voice of warning 8 orson

pratts works and books of mormon I1 had and it brought my bill nearly as

high as the fine would havehive amounted to not one refused to accept my books

and all were polite as could be I1 imagine that this is the firstirstarst time the

judges and prison officials have had any prisoner return after servineserving

aarsag

a

f

9.9



I1 cant return unless I1 do no never god help me

and you and all his servants that we may prove faithful in dischargingscharpingdi our

duties

lillii
godood

130

sentence to thank them for their kindness

mondayimonday afternoon when elder terkelson visited the editor of the

haugesundHau avisgesund he told him of my interview with the priest while 1 was

locked up the editor asked him if he could not get the same book that

the priest got as he would like to read

it has subsequently come to light that our elders in haugesundHau hadgesund

not been guilty of breaking a law since the technicality of the law referred

to in this instance the ground on which elder kjar served his sentence one

of the two young persons whom elder kjar baptized had complied with the

requirements of the law by asking the lutheran priest to mark them out of

the state record but that officer had failed to make the proper entries
the other candidate was a member of a mormon family

ANDREW JENSONJENSCN

it helielleile got it at once all
whom ive talked with are on our side nd we have gained many good friends

through this occurrence I1 feel very happy and never felt the spirit of

god in such a degree as when I1 was addressing that priest in the prison

it burned in my breast like fire and I1 shall never forget this peaceful

good feeling the lord was with me while in jail and I1 know that his

guardian angels comforted me for I1 could feel their presence

ivetive learned many lessons through this experience I1 love my savior

the gospel and the opportunity 1I have in being an ambassador of the same

better than ever before I1 love my home in zion my dear loved ones there

my fellow men freedom and liberty I1 feel ive done my duty and would be

willing to go through the same ordeal if I1 could bring one honest soul into

the fold of christ yes ill be willing to die before illiiii give up my

work or deny my testimony that od has given me I1 know its the truth and

im not here to do the will of man but my father in heaven who sent me

I1 feel fine dear president and shall try and do as you say fulfill an

honorable missionmissions t

and

nonday

lve
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ABSTRACTabstract

this study contains the history of the norwegian mission from 1850180

to 1920 during which time it was a part of the scandinavian missionMismls itsionsiorslon

also includes a history of the mission from 1920 to 1960 while it was an

independent mission of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints

the writer attempted to focus on the development of the major areas of the

mission

the research for this study was done as far as possible from primary

sources supplemented by some secondary references the major sources of

information were obtained from the church of jesus christ of latter day

saints historianhistoriantshistorians libraryts in salt lake city and the brigham young university

library in provo utah

the church of jesus christ of latter day saints was introduced in

norway into a situation of religious intolerance and indifference this

unusual condition was created as a result of the people of norway having

been originally forced by olaf trygvasonTryg tovason replace their paganisticpapani waysstic

of life with those of christian catholicism after five hundred years of

catholicism another movement enforced by ruling danish king christian II11

changed the norwegiansNorwegia from catholicimsCatholic to lutheranlutheranism ism this latest religious

transition was probably motivated more for financial and political gains

than from any religious conviction because the norwegiansNorwegia had become

satisfied with catholicism during this five century period the transition

to protestantism was a gradual one it became necessary to enact laws

requiring church attendance and worship to accomplish the change
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the missionary work of the church of jesus christ of latter day

saints to norway was advanced by the translation of some of the literature
commonly used in the church the book j mormon was first translated into

danish and the norwegian1orwegian mission used this edition for one hundred years

in fact almost all books and tracts used in the norwegian mission for the

first hundred years were in danish

elder erastus snow was called to open the mission to scandinavia

during his first year he completed the translation and publication of

th book j mormon several tracts a hymnbook and parts of the doctrine

and covenants the missionaries were few and the early converts were

unread in the gospel in order for the mission to succeed it was necessary

for the saints to have church literature to read As the saints gained

confidence through study nd activity in the church they became conscientious

missionaries for the mormon movement

from 1851181 to 1890 all new converts were encouraged GO emigrate to tah

where they could help build zion oweverwever after nearly all the water

resources for irrigation had been utilized the officials of the church

discouraged emigration to utah

war was a menace to missionary work in norway the elders were called

from norway on three different occasions the first time was in 1858188

when johnstons army came into tahj the second time was in 19111914 previous

to worldhorldhorid war I1 and a third time in 1939 prior to world war II11 after

the missionaries were taken from the mission the proselyting activities

were greatly restricted in addition to the lag during their absence the

mormon missionaries have had a very difficult time regainingre admissiongaining

into norway
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although the hurch is still not recognized as a christian denomination

in norway the church has made progress since world war II11 the saints are

beginning to be recognized for their high standards and accomplishments

the church has been able to acquire more and better buildings for worship

the standard works of the church have all been translated and published in

the norwegian language there is high regard among many norwegiansNorwegia for

the mormon church leaders musicians athletes and other outstanding

men and women of great accomplishments the prospects for an accelerated

growth of mormonism in norway are promising
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